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' yean. Potee- estimated iM p rj e were kffied fa -tbe Caracas area, untold 
arafeers ; were ligand idS'mire'tkaa 1,006 arrested! He looting and 
rioting, trigg ered by brafare increases, began Monday and spread to at 
. lend seven rities sod towns. U coofinnsd Inin outy Tuesday in some parts 
' of Caracas, . wbert dreni waScd as asdwrities pot out fires and basted 
looters Jn stone® ffikd tritb shattered glass. At midday, tbe capital*® 
■ - downtown dfetrict wasn adn jirtua l martel hw witb treops pateoMtng the 
: streets.. Some/ looting persisted oo> tbe outskirts. Independent . reports 

esfibnted damage n ati onwide to be 1 b tite mflions of do Bars. On some 
Caracas streets, rirtufly every store was looted. “His a popular uprising. 
There are riots emy w bm e. They are aHfarions,” saM mctropotitan police 
Inspector Joce Lanr MontiDa, who commanded a unit armed wttb 
shiitginw. 



Army rejects Mahdi proposals 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese military chiefs pot their troops on foil alert 
Tuesday and injected attempts by Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi to 
dcftise their rimtiengr to his government. “The anned force® wonld Eke to 
assert that aO tbe contents of its memorandum dated Feb. 20, 1989, 
addressed to the supreme commander of the armed forces, (head of state 
Ahmad ABAlMirghain), and the chairman of tbe national defence conned, 
(Mahdi), most be carried oat,'* the armed forces genera] command said in, 
a statement. Bat the statement added that tbe 60,000-strong army 
remained committed to democracy and the constftntion. Sedan's generals 
last week gave Mahdi seven days to institute pofitkal reforms and either 
spend more money .on defence or negotiate an end to.tbe civil war in the 
sooth. Their ultimatum expired Monday. Defence sources said troops 
throegboot tbe country and in Khartoum had been placed on toll alert. 
“We gave the government an z&thnatum to reply to onr demands. It 
replied, and we rejected its reply. Now it will have to come up with a 
satisfactory answer," one source said. 
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King 

thanks 


AMMAN (Petra) — EferMajes- 
ty King Hussein Tuesday amt a 
cable of thanks to Upper House 
of Parfianxait (Senate) Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lami, in reply to a 
congratulatory cable the Sen- 
ate speaker sent to the King on 
the formation of the Arab 
ConocU (ACC). 
Hussein stressed that 
“the blessed step of estab- 
lishing the council and its 
national meanings arise from 
the meanings and principles on 
which Jordan is based." 

These mauiin gs, Kin g Hus- 
sein noted, “are derived from 
the Great Arab Revolt, which 
was launched for the best in* 
terestsof i 
the Arab 



HM King Hussein ' 

King Hussein voiced hope 
that ‘this step wiB mark the 
beginning of a new and serious 
era of const ru ctive work whose 
.fruits win benefit the future 
generations and wifi serve as a 
firm step on the path of streng- 
thening the pan-Arab structure 
and achieving die hopes and 
aspirations of tbe wfaole Arab 
Nation.” 


Dali leaves on upbeat 
notebn cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — South Yeme- 
ni Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz 
At Dali left Amman Tuesday 
after concluding talks here on his 
country's desire to launch coop- 
eration with Jordan in various 
fields. 

In a departure statement, car- 
ried by tbe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Dali said his talks with 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and 
other officiate paved the way for . 
agreement on a host of matters of 
interest to the two countries. Dali 
expressed happiness over the odtr 
come of the visit and said he was 
optimistic about future coopera- 
tion with Jordan;- •• ' 

Dali said his country appreci- 
ates Jordan's endeavours to en- 
hance solidarity among Arab 
countries and reiterated South 
Yemen’s support for the newly 
created Arab Cooperation Coun- - 
cil (ACC), which groups North 


Yemen, Iraq, Egypt and Jordan. 
Dab described the new group as a 
very practical step towards mobi- 
lising Arab potential. 

During his four-day visit to 
Jordan, Dali was received in au- 
dience by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent, to whom he delivered a 
message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from the Sooth Yemeni 
president. He held talks with 
Rifai and Jordanian ministers on 
cooperation in?' various fields. 
Dali also toured a number of 
institutions, including the phar- 
maceutical plants in Salt. 

- In -Damascttr'Dah-Jiad talks 
with bis Syrian counterpart 
Farouq Al Sbaraa later Tuesday 
on developments in the Arab 
Worid. 

Diplomats quoted by Reuters 
said Dali was expected to discuss 
the ACC. 


23 children injured 
in Israeli air raid 


’AINAB, Lebanon (Agencies) — Israeli jets 
wounded 23 children and two teachers in 
raids on a Druze mountain village and a 
Palestinian camp in Lebanon Tuesday, wit- 
nesses and hospital sources quoted by Reuter 
said. 


Two adults were also reported 
killed and another man wounded 
in tbe raids on the village of 
’Ainab and the Palestinian camp 
in a nearby valley 20 kilometres 
southeast of Beirut. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
claimed tbe planes destroyed a 
headquarters of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) used for attacks 
against Israel. 

Witnesses at ’Ainab told Reu- 
ters the children, aged between 
five and 12 years, were wounded 
mainly by shrapnel and flying 
glass when the jets dropped three 
bombs near their elementary 
school. 

Sources at several hospitals in 
the area said 10 children were in 
serious condition. Only three had 
been released from hospital after 


treatment. 

One bomb blasted a crater 10 
metres wide and throe metros 
deep near the „gchool; where 
pools of blood lay on classroom 
floors. Desks were overturned 
and books scattered by the explo- 
sion. 

Bombs slammed into the vil- 
lage of 2,000 people. Shop shut- 
ters were blasted off their hinges 
and windows broken. Smoke rose 
from binning cars in the streets. 

Sources in Beirut told Reuters 
the Israeli jets also hit an office of 
the Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) in tbe nearby village of 
Baisour. 

A DFLP official said two of its 
members were killed in the 
attack. 

The air strike coincided with 
the 20th anniversary of the estab- 


lishment of the DFLP which lost 
three fighters in a confrontation 
with Israeli-allied militiamen in 
South Lebanon last Thursday. 

Police said six fighter-bombers 
took part in the raid. Flying in 
across the Mediterranean sky, 
they staged at (east three bomb- 
ing and rocketing runs within 30 
minutes on the targets, according 
to the police. 

Palestinian as well as Lebanese 
mflifta gunners fired anti-aircraft 
guns at the raiding planes from 
positions in the mountains and 
around Beirut international air- 
port, but no hits were reported, a 
police spokesman said. 

Air traffic was brought to a 
standstill at Lebanon’s only civil 
aviation facility during the raid. 
Israel’s third on Lebanon this 
year, the spokesman said. 

At least 128 people were killed 
and 3S6 wounded in 25 Israeli air 
raids on Lebanon last year. 

A DFLP statement issued in 
Beirut said: “Israel’s raids on 
civilians and Lebanese citizens as 
well as Palestinian bases, reaf- 
firms that Zionist terrorism, 
backed by its ally the United 
States, has not stopped.” 


PLO disavows responsibility 
for actions by splinter groups 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), in remarks published 
Tuesday, said it could not be 
expected to control the actions of 
its splinter groups and also .criti- 
cised as weak foe European -re- 
sponse to its peace overtures. 
“Tbe PLO is not prepared to 
.^-condemn -operations- which any- 
Palestinian organisation or fac- 
tion undertakes,” PLO .foreign 
affairs spokesman Farouq Kad- 
doumi was quoted as saying by 
the Asharq Al Awsat newspaper. 

Kaddoumi was apparently re- 
ferring to a reported attempt last 


week to infiltrate Israel by mem- 
bers of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. The 
United States said the PLO 
should be held responsible for the 
action. 

“It is not easy for a leadership, 
a revolutionary movement or a 
country to control its people com- 
-pietoiy -exeept if it -has prisons, 
laws and regulations which limit 
some human activities which hurt 
human freedom and the society,” 
Kaddoumi told the newspaper 
during a stopover in Riyadh on 
his way. to Ethiopia. 

The United States said Monday' 


the PLO could not escape respon- 
sibility for acts by its constitneni 
elements and announced plans 
for a meeting with the PLO tc 
discuss the raid. 

Kaddoumi added: “Individual! 
or groups might undertake these 
kinds of (guerrilla) operations 
but the PLO does not.” 

In a separate interview in Iraq 
with foe Baath Party newspapei 
AJ Thawra, Sal ah Khalaf, deputy 
to PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
said the European Community 
had failed to react positively 
enough to the recent Palestinian 
peace overtures. 


Palestinians boycott Jerusalem elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in 
Jerusalem boycotted Israeli 
municipal elections and staged 
a general strike Tuesday and a 
Palestinian was shot and killed 
in an occupied West Bank vfl- 


An anonymous caller belong- 
ing to a group claiming to bold 
captive a missing Israeli para- 
trooper threatened Tuesday to 
fed] the soldier unless Israel 
releases 1,500 Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
Gaza and Jerusalem, a general 
strike called by underground 
leaders halted aD transporta- 
tion and dosed businesses. 

The strike was called in 
boycott of Tuesday’s municipal 
etations by Arab Jerusalem’s 
70,000 Arab voters. . . 

Because of the elections in 
147 cities and counties, the 
Israeli army ordered tbe occu- 
pied territories sealed from 


midnight Monday to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

Protests erupted in Gaza 
City, the nearby Shati and 
Jatadiya refugee camps and the 
West Bank town .or Tulkarem. 
Troops foot and wounded four 
Palestinians is tbe dashes, to- 
dnding a 15-year-old boy who 
was hit in the chest, thigh and 
band, doctors said. 

Also Tuesday, the army 
announced troops killed a 25- 
y ear-old Palestinian during a 
dash overnight in the West 
Bank village of Deir Abziye. 
Ramaliab hospital officials said 
Aiwa Lufti Dammar was dead 
on arrival wfth a bullet wound 
to tbe head. 

A curfew remained in effect 
far the fifth-day Tuesday in the 
West Bank town of Nablus and 
troops conducted house-to- 
house searches for suspects in 
foe trilling of an Israeli soldier 
in the city’s open-air market 
Friday. 


Israel Radio said only nine 
Arab voters cast ballots during 
tbe morning hours in Arab 
Jerusalem, while about 30 per 
cent of some 2.7 million Israefi’ 
voters had gone to polling sta- 
tions. 

In the latest development on 
the missing Israeli paiittrooper, 
the anonymous caller told 
Israel Radio his group would 
released a cassette to prove they 
were holding tbe soldier, Avi 
Sassportas, who disappeared 
13 days ago, according to radio 
report e r EDhu Ben-On. 

“He said “we are the orga- 
nisation that is holding the sol- 
dier and we want yon to release 
1,500 prisoners. If not, the 
soldier will die," Ben-On told 
the AP. 

He said the caller, who spoke 
Hebrew with an Arab accent, 
read from a prepared state- 
ment and refused to answer 
questions. He hung up after 
about 15 seconds and did not 


name the group he claimed to 
represent. 

* - On Monday, a similar caB to 
the Agence France Presse news 
agency said a group called the 
Palestinian Arab Army was 
bolding the soldier. The caller 
said the group was not finked to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

The Paiestmian Arab Army 
was not pubfidy known before 
Monday’s call. The Israefi com- 
mander in the West Bank, 
Amram Mitzna told the 
Haaretz daily it has been oper- 
ating since die start of the 
Palestinian uprising, but later 
said on radio nothing was 
known of the group. 

On Israel Radio, Mitzna said 
the army was treating Tues- 
day’s call seriously but did not 
plan to comply with the de- 
mand to release prisoners. 

The caller did not say which 
prisoners he was demanding 
freedom for, but army figures 


indicate as many as 9,000 
Palestinians have been jailed in 
conne cti on with the uprising. 

Sassportas’ disappearance 
Feb. 16 has prompted concern 
throughout Israel, with 
thousands participating in sear- 
ches and the media engagin g fa 
extensive coverage. Proof that 
he was kidnapped by a Palesti- 
nian group is Ekdy to under- 
mine current tentative shifts fa 
public opinion towards negotia- 
tions with the PLO. 

Sassportas was last seen near 
Afokdoa, after leaving his base 
in southern Israel to hitch a 
ride hone to Afood. He was 
wearing his uniform and armed 
with an M-16 assault rifle. The 
area is dose to tbe Gaza Strip. 

Army officials said Monday 
that a similar daim of responsi- 
bility was received five days 
earlier from the Democratic 
Front for tbe Liberation of 
Palestine. It was withheld by 
authorities at the time. 


Iran serves Rushdie ultimatum on Britain 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
threatened Tuesday to break re- 
lations with London unless the 
British government denounced 
author Salman Rushdie; 
threatened with death for blas- 
phemy against Islam. 

At least 25 protesters were 
injured in a second day of anti- 
Rushdie violence in India, where 
Rushdie was bore Into a Muslim 
family.. 

• In IsJam’s hoHcst dty, Mecca, 
“Me scholars rejected an apol- 
ggy from the 4l -year-old author 
for offending Muslims with his 
award-winning book “The Sata- 

jnic Verses.” 

• Iranian spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah RuhoDah Khomeini, who first 
ordered foe writer's death two 
weeks ago, has already dismissed 

apology. 

The Iranian parliament voted 
wyiwhelmingly to cut ties with 
Britain for condemning Iran over 
death order unless the gov- 
^Jneut dcclapd within a week 
opposition to foe unprind- 
pted stands against the world of 
■ *™, foe Islamic Republic of 
. ban- and the contents of the 
^and-IsJamic book the Satanic 
Versts.*" 

decision to give a one-. 


week ultimatum, praised by 
Speaker All Afcbar Hasheroi Raf- 
sanjani, was a compromise be- 
tween hardliners demanding an 
immediate break and moderates 
saying an apology from Britain 
would suffice. . 

Loudon has already recalled its 
five diplomats from Tehran and 
ordered home Iran’s two envoys. 
A government minister said 
Tehran’s ultimatum was “one 
more step down a very unfortun- 
ate path,” for the people of Iran. 

The Foreign Office reiterated 
Britain's views that Iran must 
repudiate violence and respect 
other countries’ laws if It wants 
normal relations. 

“It is for Iran to decide 
whether she wants normal rela- 
tions,” said a Foreign Office 
spokesman. “If she does, she 
must renounce the use or threat 
of violence against citizens of 
other countries.” 

Soviet offer 

The Soviet Union might be 
willing to mediate to help resolve 
the furore over the book, a Soviet 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

In the first official comment 
from Moscow, Gennady Gerasi- 


mov said Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze had discus- 
sed the row over Rushdie’s novel 
during talks in Tehran with Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Ale bar 
Velayati and Rafsanjani Monday. 

“The situation around ‘The 
Satanic Verses’ causes grave con- 
cern for foe Soviet leadership,” 
Gerasimov told a news briefing, 
adding that the row could lead to 
“unforeseeable consequences.” 

“The Soviet side gained the 
impression that foe Iranian gov- 
ernment wants a solution and 
believes the Soviet Union could 
have a positive role in achieving 
this,” Gerasimov said. 

Gerasimov would not elabo- 
rate on “this very delicate and 
sensitive question,” but said the 
matter would be raised at Soviet 
talks in Moscow this week with 
visiting Spanish Foreign Minister 
Francisco Fernandez Ordonez 
and fa Vienna next week with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

The Islamic Fiqh (Jurispru- 
dence) Academy in Mecca, an 
international body of Muslim 
scholars, said Its members had 
read parts of Rqshdie’s book and 
found it contained ugly and filthy 
lies. 


An academy statement, carried 
by the Saudi Press Agency, said: 
“The academy saw in it foe most 
ugly and filthy picture of foe ugly 
lies and descriptions used by the 
book to portray Mohammad, foe 
Prophet of Islam... and his wives, 
foe mothers of die faithful” 

It said tbe Jeddah-based Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
would pursue the issue through 
the courts. The Saudi agency 
made no mention of Khomeini’s 
death order. 

In Britain, where the author is 
hiding under police guard, a lead- 
er of tbe Muslim community said 
foe death call was a crime against 
God/ 


Zaki Badawi, chairman of the 
Imams and Mosques Council, 
said he wonld take Rushdie into 
his own home for protection even 
though he viewed his book as an 
insult to Islam. 

In a newspaper interview, be 
said Rushdie was apparently an 
apostate, a heretic, but neither 
Khomeini nor any other Muslim 
authority could sentence him to 
death. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency said demonstrators in In- 
dia fought with police in the 
northern city of Srinagar. 

In Bombay, Rushdie’s birth- 


Expatriates conference 
to be held in July 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The fifth Jordanian expatriates confer- 
ence will be held in Amman during July 1989, according to a recent 
statement here. 

’ The statement said foe government has entrusted foe conference’s 
special committees to embark on preparations for the coming 
meetings. 

Last July’s confluence was attended by some 800 delegates 
representing Jordanian expatriates in Arab,. Asian and American 
countries. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, tbe 
Regent, Tuesday presents an award to Dr. Abdul- 
lah Khntib, chairman of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies, in recognition of his leading 


role in voluntary work in Jordan. The award, one 
among several presented Tuesday, were confer- 
red, on pioneers of voluntary work by His Majesty 
King Hussein (Petra photo) 


Jordan honours pioneers of 


voluntary work in Kingdom 


-AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday honoured 
pioneers of voluntary work in 
Jordan and presented them with 
medals conferred by His Majesty 
Hussein. 

ose receiving tbe honour 
were: Abdul \ Salam Abbadi, 
Anwar Bilbeisi-, Abdullah Al 
Khatib, Khawla Abn Odell, 
Ahmad Abu Ghuneim, Fahmi 
Kreishan, Kamel MiUcawi, Hind 
Acfib Al Sabbagh and Yahya Ai 
Sham ali. 

The Regent, in a brief speech 
at the presentation ceremony 


held at the Royal Court, paid 
tribute to the pioneers’ work, 
which “enriches tbe social march 
and serves as a back-up for social 
services provided by official orga- 
nisations and the government.” 
Jordan, tbe Regent, noted, 
gives due attention to social and 
voluntary work which can contri- 
bute to the soda! and economic 
development. He urged those in- 
volved in soda] and voluntary 
work in foe country to help the 
society develop and foster the 
spirit of productivity fa the com- 
munity and help eliminate nega- 
tive patterns which tend to bring 


harm to the country and citizens. 

The country, the Crown Prince 
added, is in need of a national 
voluntary service which, apart 
from supervising voluntary and 
soda! services, can also encour- 
age the tendency of productivity 
and eliminate excessive consump- 
tion and other negative aspects. 

. Prince Hassan heard a briefing 
on voluntary and social services 
carried out in the Kingdom and 
paid tribute to voluntary orga- 
nisations. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Sorial Development 
Fawwaz Touqan and officials. 



Socialist mission arrives, 
supports peace conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A six-mem- 
ber team from Socialist Interna- 
tional arrived in Amman Tuesday 
and announced the group’s sup- 
port for tbe call for an interna- 
tional conference to end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and establish 
peace fa tbe Middle East. 

The proposed conference 
should be attended by all con- 
cerned parties including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, said the team's lead- 
er, Hans-Jurgen Wischnewski 
from West Germany, upon his 
arrival with foe delegation at the 
start of a Middle East tour. 

The fact-finding tour organised 
by Socialist Internationa] will 
take foe group to Syria, Israel, the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
for discussions on foe Middle 
East situation. 

Wischnewski said in tbe state- 


ment carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the tour 
would provide the group with 
views on the peace process and 
ways in which Socialist Interna- 
tiona] could contribute towards 
convening an international peace 
conference. 

He said foe visit to Jordan 
assumes a special importance in 
view of foe Kingdom's significant 
position and its key role in any 
peace process. 

The group met in Tunis with 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
Wischnewski said. He described 
the meeting as positive and im- 
portant. 

He said the team would meet 
with people living in foe occupied 
territories and submit a report on 
their findings to a Socialist Inter- 
national meeting in Vienna next 
week. 

The Vienna meeting will name 
a date for an enlarged meeting for 


Socialist International to be held 
in Brussels in June which will be 
attended by representatives of 
parties to the Middle East conflict 
including foe PLO, and the U.N. 
Security Council member states 
to discuss the question of an 
international conference, Wis- 
chnewski said. 

He said an increasing number 
of Israelis now support the con- 
ference and a dialogue with foe 
PLO. 

The ongoing U.S.-PLO dia- 
logue and foe prevailing East- 
West detente are favourable ele- 
ments that encourage the conven- 
ing of such a forum, he added. 

The team groups representa- 
tives of Belgium, Sweden, De- 
nmark, France and Egypt in addi- 
tion to West Germany. 

Jordanian officials will discuss 
with tbe team the Middle East 
question. The team leaves for 
Damascus Thursday. 


Anani, ACC envoys underline 
importance of new alliance 


AMMAN (Petra) — The import- 
ance of the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACQ grouping Jordan, 
, North Yemen and Egypt 
the political dimensions of 
foe newly-established economic 
alliance were the focus of a meet- 
ing organised by foe Arab Youth 
Forum (AYF) here Tuesday. 

Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
President Jawad Al Anani, one of 
foe speakers, summed up the 
main future cbedenges facing the 
founding members of the council, 
which was proclaimed at a Feb. 
16 summit held in Baghdad of the 
leaders of the four countries. 

Anani said the ACC members 
faced a number of challenges in 
foe field of technology, food, 
industry, culture, water, energy 
and anned forces and said the 
administration of the next phase 
of the concerned countries re- 
quires drawing from past inte- 
grated experiences of the four. 

He called for an active general 
secretariat for tbe council and for 
introducing the concept of “the 
‘Arab employee who is really de- 
dicated to serving common Arab 
interests and to building a strong 
and solid base of economic rela- 
tions capable of remaining stead- 
fast in the face of challenges.” 

North Yemeni Ambassador to 
Jordan Abdullah Abu Lahoum 
outlined tbe major objectives of 
foe ACC and emphasised that the 
council was not a political bloc or 
a divisive entity within the Arab 
Nation. 

Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan 
Ghafel Jassem Hussein said the 
creation of the ACC was a man- 
ifestation of a long and dedicated 



Dr. Jawad Anani 


march towards building strong 
inter-Arab relations on common 
understanding of the nature of 
the present era and tbe require- 
ments and challenges of the age. 

Egyptian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ihab Muqbil conveyed con- 
gratulations and greetings from 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
best wishes of the Egyptian lead- 
er to the Jordanian people and 
the AYF over the creation of the 
ACC. 

“We are in dire need for se- 
rious action, enhanced thoughts 
and vision as well as dedication,” 
Muqbil told the gathering. 
“These characteristics are en- 
joyed by foe four leaders of the 
ACC member states, he said. 
“His Majesty King Hussein, 


motivated by his farsightedness 
and pan- Arab position, has made 
tireless efforts to achieve what we 
all aspire for,” the ambassador 
said. 

AYF Secretary-General 
Abdullah Hijazi also addressed 
the gathering on the significance 
of the ACC and said foe creation 
of the council represents a new 
era in Arab history. 

Kuwaiti tribute 

In a related development, the 
Kuwaiti ambassador to Japan was 
quoted by Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) as wel- 
coming the creation of foe ACC. 

Ambassador Abdul Aziz Al 
Sharekh also paid tribute to 
efforts made by King Hussein and 
President Mubarak to establish a 
just, durable and comprehensive 
solution to the Middle Hast ques- 
tion. 

In an interview with the 
MENA correspondent in Tokyo, 
Sharekh praised tbe contacts 
King Hussein and President 
Mubarak made and their meet- 
ings with world leaders during 
their presence in Tokyo to take 
part in the funeral of Emperor Hho- 
hito. He aid the meetings of the 
two Arab leaders in Tokyo would 
soon come up with positive and 
tangible results. 

The ambassador voiced appre- 
ciation for the creation of the 
ACC said there was no contradic- 
tion between the formation of the 
ACC and foe Gulf Cooperation 
Council “because both serve 
Arab interests and enhar^ Arab 
■strength.” 
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Sudan unions urge peace with rebels 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — Sudan’s trade rations 
and political parties have urged embattled Prune 
Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi to dissolve his coalition 
government and accept peace with southern rebels. 


The Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) reported Tuesday that 
the 37 parties and unions had aJso 
called for the formation of a 
broad-based government to in- 
clude all political parties and 
trade unions. 

Similar proposals for a new 
government were rejected earlier 
this week by rhe militant National 
Islamic From (NIF), main part- 
ner with Mahdi’s Umma Party in. 
the coalition. 

The agency said the 37 groups 


signed their statement Monday at 
the headquarters of the Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party, which late 
last year negotiated a peace pact 
with rebels of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 

The DUP quit Mahdi’s govern- 
ment in protest when parliament 
rejected the pact. 

The new demands were issued 
with the expiry of an ultimatum 
given Mahdi by his generals to 
introduce reform and ensure 
more support for the 60,000- 


Strong armv, which has suffered a 
siring of defeats at the hands of 
SPLA. 

The generals have given no 
public 'response to Mahdi's 
announcement in parliament 
Mondav that he would resign 
Sunday unless he was given a free 
hand to form a new. broad-based 
government. 

Mahdi. in office for nearly 
three years, also demanded assur- 
ances from the military that it 
would continue to respect the 
constitution and asked trade un- 
ions to stop strikes while the 
six-year-long war continued. 

Defence sources said Tuesday 
senior army officers were meeting 
in the military headquarters in 
central Khartoum. 


The army Jias yet to make a 
statement on a claim by the 
SPLA Monday that its guerrillas 
had captured "the town of Torit. 

The SPLA has been fighting in 
the south since 19S3 to end what 
it seems as the rule of a minority 
clique in Khartoum. 

Torit, near the Ugandan and 
Kenyan border, has been under 
rebel siege for several months, 
and .reports from the area have 
consistent bespoken of scores of 
its inhabitantrstarving to death 
every day. 

It was the second large garrison 
town to fail into SPLA hands tins 
year. Last month, the SPLA cap- 
tured Nasir in upper Nile region 
near the Ethiopian border. 


The SPLA said that Juba, 
south Sudan's largest town 135 
kilometres northwest of Tont, 
was its next target 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, in his sharpest public 
criticism of the Sudanese leader, 
told reporters in Cairo that 
Mahdi was trying to divert atten- 
tion from his own problems and 
that he had squandered a chance 
for a peaceful settlement in the 
south. 

Mubarak cited last November’s 
peace pact between the SPLA 
and the DUP which Mahdi re- 
jected with the help of his mih- 
tsaiNIF allies in the coalition. 

ThtT'DUP.^ which has a big 
pro-Egyptian "faction- quit the 
government in DecemBSr^hLpro- 
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test. 

Arab diplomats said Mubarak’s 
attack would increase pressure on 
the Sudanese leader to seek an 
end to the war. 


Kuwait expects better 
approach from Bush 


KUWAIT (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sheikh Saad AI Abullah AI 
Sabah said Monday be believes 
U.S. President George Bush will 
pursue policies that will show a 
better understanding of Arab 
views than Ronald Reagan. 

“1 share this opinion,” said 
Sheikh Saad, who is also Kuwait's 
crown prince, when asked to 
comment on whether Bush's poli- - 
cies would take Arab opinions 
more into consideration than 
Reagan. 

Sheikh Saad said he met Bush, 
then vice-president, during a visit 
to Washington last July, and 
‘■freely exchanged opinions on a 
variety of issues,” including the 
Middle East problem and the 
lran-Iraq war which was then 
raging. 

“I found the man in possession 
of sufficient experience on all 
issues we discussed as well as the 
desire to find solutions to these 
problems," the premier told 
Egyptian newspaper editors in an 
interview broadcast by Kuwait 
television. 

The editors were accompany- 
ing Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who made a rwo-day 
visit to Kuwait en route home ' 
from Tokyo, where he attended 
the funeral of Japanese Emperor 


Hirohito and had talks with Bush. 
Mubarak left for Cairo earlier 
Monday. 

Responding to another ques- 
tion, Sheikh Saad said that "ten- 
sion has eased in the Gulf* be- 
cause of the six-month-old cease- 
fire in the Iran-lraq conflict. 

He expressed hope that the two 
countries would resolve their 
problems in peace talks due to 
resume at the- United Nations 
-next month. 


He said “it was up to the 
concerned big powers.” to. re- 
duce their naval presence in the 
Gulf, assembled at the height of 
the war to protect shipping. 

“These naval forces had been 
present for several years in the 
Gulf as they are present in the 
Red Sea and the Mediterra- 
nean.” he added. 
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On oil prices. Sheikh Saad said, 
that the "present and future” of 
the 13-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) depended on members 
sticking to production quotas 
aimed at boosting oil prices. 

Sheikh Saad welcomed the re- 
cent founding of the Arab Coop- 
eration Council, an economic 
alliance of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan 
and North Yemen, as “conducive 


to more Arab strength and soli- 
darity." 

Sheikh Saad, whose country is 
the current chairman of the 46- 
member Organisation of Islamic 
Conference, warned Afghanis- 
tan's Mujahedeen rebels fighters 
that divisions following the Soviet 
military withdrawal "might lead 
to a power struggle that allows 
foreigners the opportunity to in- 
tervene again in Afghanistan's 
internal affairs.” 


Therefore, he added, “we 
appeal to our brethren in Afgha- 
nistan to resort to wisdom and 
dialogue to resolve their differ- 
ences instead of resoi ting to 


arms. 


U.S. 

say PLO serious about peace 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — American 
experts who recently spent 20 
hours probing the positions of 
Yasser Arafat and other Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
officials said Monday they believe 
these Palestinian leaders are se- 
rious about pursuing direct peace 
negotiations with' Israel. 

“I think these people are se- 
rious,” said Hal Saunders who 
with other U.S. experts met Ara- 
fat, his deputy Saleh Khalaf and 
other PLO leaders in Tunis Feb. 

13- 17. 

“They recognise this is a pro- 
cess (negotiations) that will take 
some time but they’d like to get 
on with it,” Saunders added. 

He and other experts described 
the PLO command as confident, 
purposeful, reasonably unified 
and determined to continue the 

14- month-old uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that it considers a political 
“trump card” in its conflict with 
Israel. 


the Camp David accords that 
brought peace between Israel and 
Egypt- 

The trip comes at a time of 
potentially significant change in 
the region, including the Palesti- 
nian uprising, a U.S. dialogue 
with the PLO after a 13-year 
hiatus and improved relations be- 
tween Washington and Moscow, 
which recently has expressed new 
interest in cooperating on peace 
efforts. 

Saunders predicted that over 
the next three or four months the 
PLO would move towards more 
“authoritative” talks with Israel 
and then the two sides could 
begin discussing the “overall 
shape of a (peace) settlement.” 


although maybe not this year. 
“One never knows until one 


Iraq to hold first 
presidential election 


BAGHDAD (R) — The govern- 


ment said Monday that Iratj 


would hold its first presidential 
election, but gave no date for the 
poll, the state-run television re- 
ported Monday. 

It said the decision to hold a 
presidential election was original- 
ly made in 1980, but the war with 
Iran which broke out in Septem- 
ber that year forced the govern- 
ment to postpone the poll. 

Under Iraq’s current constitu- 
tion, the president and vice-presi- 
dent are elected by the ruling 
nine-member Revolutionary 
Command Council. 

The network said discussions 
were under way to include a 
provision for regular presidential 
elections in a new constitution 
currently being drafted by a spe- 
cial government committee. 

It is headed by the vice chair- 
man of the Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council. Izzat Ibrahim. 

The government said Sunday a 
referendum would be held to 


approve the proposed new- con- 
stitution and a new parliamentary 
election 13W, allowing new parties 
to form. 

General elections for the 255- 
member National Assembly, or 
parliament, are scheduled for 
April 1 after being delayed from 
last August. 

The television gave no details 
about who took the decision to 
hold the- presidential election or 
when it was made to implement 
the 1980 decision.. 

But it said President Saddam 
Hussein’s office had notified a 
TV law programme on the issue 
in response to a letter from a 
citizen who asked “Why the pres- 
idency is a monopoly of the Baath 
Party?” 

There has never been a pres- 
idential election in Iraq since the 
army took power in 1958. 

After a series of coups, the 
Baath Socialist Party ousted the 
military in a bloodless 1968 
putsch with army Brigadier 
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Ahmad Hassan AI Bakr, a former 
prime minister, named president. 

Hussein, his vice president af- 
ter 1969, became president July 
16, 1979, after a peaceful transfer 
of power. 

The political developments 
came amid tentative moves by 
Hussein to liberalise Iraq, which 
has a population of 16 million, 
following the Aug. 20 ceasefire in 
the eight-year Gulf war with Iran. 


Iran serves Rushdie ultimatum to Britain 


Continued from page I 


place, a Muslim wounded in pro- 
tests there last Friday died, taking 
the official death toll from the 
police shooting to 11. 

At least 20 people have died 
since the row over Rushdie's 
novel erupted. 

Pakistan banned one issue of 
the Karachi-based Takbeer week- 
ly for carrying extracts of “The 
Satanic Verses." 


The Chairman of Pakistan's 
Senate said Rushdie had hurt 
Muslim feelings but nobody, 
should be sentenced to death 
without a trial. 

Vasim Sajjad told a news con- 
ference that as a Muslim country 
Pakistan had been hurt by “the 
open incentive and abuse” in 
“The Satanic Verses.” 

He refused direct comment on 
Iran’s diplomatic war with Britain 
and other Western nations but. 


asked whether he believed 
Khomeini had the authority 
under Muslim faith to call for 
Rushdie’s death, Sajjad said: 

“As Pakistanis we believe that 
Islam also gives you a right to a 
trial.” 

Sajjad, a former minister of 
justice and parliamentary affairs, 
added: “Our constitution says 
specifically that a person has to 
be tried before he can be 
punished.” 


The PLO would not order an 
end to the uprising at least until 
negotiations with Israel begin but 
indicated it might take “different 
shapes.” depending on political 
conditions, said William Quandt 
of the Brookings Institution, who 
led the privately-funded trip. 

As part of the Carter adminis- 
tration in the late 1970s, both 
Quandt and Saunders, who also is 
with Brookings, participated in 


formulates proposals that people 
can agree or not agree to (but) it 
seems to me there’s a lot more to 
work with on the Palestinian side 
of the equation than we've had to 
work with in a long time,” he told 
a seminar on their trip. 

Quandt saw PLO leaders as 
“quite serious and businesslike” 
and said: “If ever there was a 
time when Arafat felt he was in 
charge, had an organisation be- 
hind him and did not have to 
worry about his own dissidents, 
we’re at the time.” 

One of the most encouraging 
developments was a PLO ack- 
nowledgement that “whoever the 
Israeli leaders are, we have to try 
to deal with them,” he said. 

Helena Cobban found a “new 
sense of confidence, purpose and 


strategy” within the PLO borne 
of the uprising against Israeli 
occupation that has focused 
Palestinian nationalist attention.” 

“There is a sense that if they 
can just keep the intifada going as 
it is now. over time changes in 
Israeli society and other factors 
such as American and European 
pressure on Israel will shift the 
Israeli government into direct 
negotiations” with the PLO. said 
Cobban, a Brookings guest 
scholar. 

Saunders said PLO leaders, 
who last year declared an inde- 
pendent state, admitted that for 
years they had “hoped to estab- 
lish one, democratic secular state 
in Palestine." 

But he said they told (he Amer- 
icans: “We have learned from 40 
years of suffering that such a 
resolution is not realistic” and 
had come to terms with a two- 
state solution.” 

The PLO envisions a “con- 
federal” relationship with Jordan 
and economic and political ties 
with Israel like those of Europe's 
Benelux countries. Saunders 
said. 

The relationship will be based 
on mutual security and “terror- 
ism” against Israel from the 
Palestinian state will not be 
allowed, he said. 

The experts said the PLO 
showed “great flexibility" about 
the format for negotiations with 
Israel and promised that when 
talks start “all issues will be on 
the table,” including the PLO 
charter. 


Lebanese identified as RJ 
hijack leader in U.S. court 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The first witness in the sky piracy 
trial of Fawaz Younis Monday 
identified the Lebanese defen- 
dant as the man who led five 
hijackers aboard a Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) airliner in Beirut June 
II, 1985. 

1 Landry T. Slade, 4 vice presi- 
dent of the American University 
of Beirut, testified that -Younts, 
called “Nazeeh" by the^other 
hijackers, spent most of 30-bour 
hijacking in the cockpit of; the 
Boeing 727 and was treated as the 
leader. 

The other four hijackers re- 
mained in the passenger compart- 
ment. he said. 

Slade, then a professor at the 
AUB. and his son were passen- 
gers on the Boeing 727. The 
passengers and crew were taken 
off the plane before it was blown 
up at Beirut airport. 

Younis was arrested by /U.S. 
government agents in 19^7 on a 
boat in the Mediterranean ‘ and 
flown to Washington to -Stand 
trial. He is the first person prose- 
cuted under a 1984 federal law 
that gives the United States;- the 
right to make arrests anywhere in 
the world of people accused of 
acts of terrorism against Amer- 
icans. 

“He is the man who bore the 
name Nazeeh," Slade told the 


jury during the first day of testi- 
mony at the U.S. district court in 
Washington. 

Slade identified Younis as the 
man sitting at the defendant's 
table wearing a grey sweater and 
a tie. 

Slade, who now works for 
American University in New 
York, said the hijackers found 
out he and his son were Amer- 
icans early in the flight and told 
them not to worry. 

• Federal Prosecutor- J. Ramsey 
Johnson told the jury the govern- 
ment would have testimony from 
several passengers and crew of 
the jet who would identify 
Younis, as well as videotape of 
Younis making a statement just 
before the jet was blown up. 

“After you hear all of the 
evidence we will ask that you 
return a verdict of guilty," John- 
son said in his opening statement. 

Younis could get life in prison 
if convicted. 

His lawyer, Francis Carter, 
said FBI agents broke both of 
Younis’s wrists when he was 
arrested and did not provide him 
with medical treatment for at 
least two days. 

He said Younis was was sea 
while he was being questioned for 
four days on a navy ship that took 
him to the aircraft earner Sarato- 
ga for a 13-hour flight to 


Washington. Younis signed a 
confession during the sea trip. 

' Carter said of the hijacking, 
“sure, this was no picnic,” but he 
reminded the jury that no passen- 
gers were injured and that the 
Americans on board were will 
treated. 


“You will have to determine 
whether the statement that my 
client gave to the FBI was volun- 
tary or involuntary,” Carter said. 
A federal appeals court had ruled 
that the confession may be used 
as evidence. 

The five hijackers boarded the 
airliner at Beirat airport and de- 
manded that it be flown to Tunis, 
where they wanted to read a 
statement in support of Palesti- 
nian rights, Johnson said in his 
opening statement. 

Tunisian authorities denied the 
plane permission to land, and it 
returned eventually to Beirut, 
where the passengers were re- 
leased and the aircraft was des- 
troyed. 

Just before the passengers were 
released, Younis squatted in the 
aisle next to Slade and his son, 
William, then IS. 


’We knew all along who you 
were.” Slade said Younis told 


him. And he asked Americans to 


tell reporters “that the passengers 
were not mistreated.” 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mitterrand to visit Algeria next month 

PARIS (R) — French President Francois Mitterrand will, visit 
Algeria March 9 and 10, * spokeswoman said Monday. The mil 
wa Sr scheduled for last year but was delayed after aefr-govemmeni 
riots in Algeria in which at least 261 people' died. Algeria won 
independence from France in 1962 after an eight-vett long w 
Some 700.000 Algerian citizens live in France. France Mow 
signed a seven-billion-franc ($L2-biH»flj credit deal for Algeria m 
a move diplomats said was linked lo ending a two-year dispute 
between Paris and Algiers over French purchases of Algerian 
natural gas. 

Fahd tells civil servants to shape up 


NICOSIA (R) — King Fahd prodded Saudi civil servants Monday 
lo improve efficiency and said office monitors would keep an eye 
on their performance. “1 am sure of tbe continuous effort that 
everyone exerts ... to achieve the best ibek of administration in 
ibe public interest.” tbe Saudi Press Agency quoted King Fahd as 
saying. “But I look for more precision... to bypass the obstacles of 
routine.” he said. Tbe king said civil servants should finish their 
work more quickly and people would be appointed in all sections io 
speed up work flow. These monitors would present weekly reports, 
be said. 


Siad Barre to visit UAE next week 


ABU DHABI (R) — Somali President Mohammad Siad Barre will 
start an official visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) March ft. 
rhe official Emiraies news agency WAM reported Tuesday. 


U.S. opposes Soviet-! ran ian arms dealing 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States, responding to reports 
the Soviet Union had discussed seeding arms to Iran, said Monday 
it opposed any country supplying weapons to Tehran. “We still 
maintain an embargo on transfer of military equipment to Iran , and 
we continue to urge other nations to do the same.. .including the 
Soviets,” State Department spokesman Charles Redman said at 
news briefing. He was responding to a report in the Tehran Times 
that Iranian and Soviet officials were discussing possible "signifi- 
cant arms dealing.” Until recently, most Iranian armaments came 
from Western countries. Iran is reported to have lost many 
weapons in the dosing months of its war with Iraq, before last 
August's ceasefire. Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
was in Tehran over the weekend for talks with Ayatollah Ruhollab 
Khomeini and other top leaders. 


Egyptian police seize 8 tonnes of hashish 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police have smashed two drug rings and 
seized eight tonnes of hashish. Interior Minister Zaki Badr said. 
Monday. He told the consultative Shura council four people were 
arrested Saturday after trying to smuggle six tonnes of hashish in a 
truck from the Red Sea town of Safaga to Qena in Upper Egypt. 
Badr. quoted by tbe Middle East News Agency, said police 
watched the gang for eight months before arresting them. He said 
they brought the drugs by boat into Sudan and then by road into 
Egypt. The agency said an Egyptian and a Sudanese man and his 
wife were involved but did not say where the fourth came from. 
Badr said another gang was seized at dawn Monday with two 
tonnes of hashish and six automatic weapons stashed in a hideaway 
in the Nile Delta region of Beheira. Badr said last month his forces 
had seized 17 J tonnes of hashish smuggled from Lebanon into 
Egypt and destined for other Arab countries. 


Israelis can direct dial China 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, despite never having had diplomatic ties 
with China, will have direct-dial telephone links with eight Chinese 
cities under an accord announced Monday. “The fact the two 
governments have agreed to direct dialling via satellite with eight 
cities in China for the first time certainly points to a continuing 
thaw in relations and to a strengthening of ties." Israeli Com- 
munications Minister Gad Yaacobi said. He also said the Soviet 
Union, which severed ties with Israel over the 1967 war, had 
agreed to expand direct dialling to include 16 Soviet cities. Six cities 
were linked up last November. 


U.S. welcomes Taba accord 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States Monday congratulated 
Israel and Egypt for resolving a seven-year border dispute over the 
Taba Red Sea beach strip. “We offer our warmest congratulations 
to the governments of Egypt and Israel on the signing of the 
February 26th Taba accords," State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said at a news briefing. “Tbe agreement... ends 
many months of often difficult negotiations. Their successful 
outcome is a tribute to the serious and statesmanlike approach 
adopted by tbe two parties. Tbe success also proves again that.:, 
when parties of goodwill get together, in the Middle East as 
elsewhere, solutions to the most difficult problems can be found” 




Bomb threat on Iran Air flight 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iran Air Jumbo jet flying to the Indian 
subcontinent returned to Tehran Tuesday after an unidentified 
caller said there was a bomb on board, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported. IRNA said a Boeing 747 with 216 passengers 
flying to Karachi, Pakistan, and Bombay, India, returned to 
Mehrabad international airport fifteen minutes after it took off at 
10:10 a.m. (06:40 GMT). An anonymous caller told Tehran 
communications centre there was a bomb on the plane, IRNA said. 
Passengers were evacuated from Flight 812 but nothing suspicious 
was found, it said. The passengers were to fly on another plane 
Tuesday afternoon, the report said. 


Denktash starts surprise visit to Egypt 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish -Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash started an 
unexpected four-day visit to Egypt Tuesday. His spokesman said 
Denktash, who heads the breakaway state in north Cyprus, 
recognised only by Ankara, would put the Turkish view on the 


divided island to the Egyptians. He gave no details about who 
in Cairo. Denktash, in Egypt at the invitation 


Denktash would see ... ojr .... 

of the Turkisb-Egyptian Friendship Association, will also hoW 
several private meetings. 
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DNESDAY, MARCH 1, 1989 



NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 




ROYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree bas been issued, endorsing the 
reused, law on residence and foreigner affairs, whereby the -resi- 
dence-ice for foreigners will be JD 15 per annum. The revised law 
imposed a monthly .fine of JD 30. for each month of residence beyond 
the residence permit’s duration. (Petra) 

HOLIDAY -ON MARCH 5: All government departments, and 
public institutions will observe a holiday Sunday March 5. 1989 to 
mark A1 Israa WaJ Mi ’raj feast, according to an official communique 
Tuesday. The event is normally marked by religious ceremonies in alj 
the country's, mosques organised by the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic AfiaaTs: (Petra; J.T.) 

PRINCE RA’AO IN (RB(D: Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Ibn 
Zaid, whq is also the honorary president of the Friendship Society for 
the Blind, discussed with officials in Irbid Gove morale the necessary 
steps for. establishing a permanent centre and educational institution 
for the blind in- Irbid Governorate, (Petra) 

SOVIET ORTHOPAEDIST TO ARRIVE: The famous Soviet 
orthopaedist Ali Zarouf and his aide wiB arrive in Amman on March 
21. on a several day official visit to Jordan in response to an invitation 
by the Ministry of Health. (Petra) 

CHINESE MINISTER ARRIVES: Chinese Deputy Minister of 
Minin g arrived in Amman. Tuesday at the head of a Chinese 
delegation on a five-day visit to Jordan for talks with Jordanian 
offidals on projects carried out by Chinese companies. The Chinese 
official will also visit - A1 H assart Sports City m Irbid, which is financed 
through a loan from the Peoples Republic of China and carried out 
by ..a Chinese company. (Petra) 

HMOUD MEETS WITH 3 ENVOYS: Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs, and the Environment Marwan A1 Hmoud Tuesday 
received in three separate meetings ambassadors of the United 
Arab Emirates, China and Italy and discussed with them scopes of 
cooperation in the fields of development and conservation of nature. 
(Petra) 

NUMBERING AND NAMING STREETS: Greater Amman 
Municipality, in cooperation with the Organisation of Islamic 
Capitals and Cities will hold a seminar on the new methods for 
Numbering and naming streets and areas, at the Royal Cultural 
Centre during the period from March 18 to 23. Taking part in the 
seminar will be 60 participants from Islamic capitals. (Petra) 

•HEARING AND SPEECH TEAM: A specialised hearing and 
speed; ream from Queen Alia Foundation for Hearing and Speech 
iwill visit Mu'tah Special Education Centre, where they will conduct 
Ihearing tests and will provide hearing aids to children suffering from 
'.hearing problems. (Petra) 

ARAB CITIES. DAY: Under the theme of ‘‘towards integrated 
municipal and soda! services,” Greater Amman Municipality will 
pelebrate the Arab Cities Day on March 15, along with other Arab 
capitals and cities. On the occasion, the municipality will cany out a 
■number of cultural and social activities and will hoist the Jordanian 
flag, along with the Amman Municipality flag and that of the Arab 
Cities Organisation in the main streets and yards of Amman. (Petra) 

ANALYSIS OF MARKET INFORMATION: A two-day intenia- 
£onal symposium on analysis of marker information for bousing 
purposes started in Amman Tuesday. The symposium, organised by 
-the Housing Bank in cooperation with the United States Agency for 
"Internationa] Development (USAID) and a number of housing and 
£ nance institutions from Algeria and Tunisia, aims to train partici- 
pants -on analysis of market information to enable housing institu- 
tions and financiers to explore the feasibility of - such housing 
projects. (Petra) 

SYRIAN EDUCATION MINISTER TO ARRIVE: Syrian Minis. 
;ter of Higher Education Kamal Sharaf is due in Amman on March 1 1 
■at the head of a delegation to discuss cooperation in education. The 
■minister and his delegation will be malting, the four-day visit at the 
'invitation of Jordan's Minister of Higher Education Nassereddin A1 
Assad, according to an official announcement here Tuesday. The 
announcement said that higher education and cooperation between 
Jordanian and Syrian universities will be among the main topics to be 
.discussed. Dr. Sharaf will be accompanied by the -presidents of the 
.Syrian universities of Aleppo, Damascus and Tishrin. (Petra) 

MAJAU RECEIVES UNIVERSITY STUDENTS: Public 
Security Director General Abdul Hadi AI Majali Tuesday briefed 
students from the University of Jordan on the establishment and 
development of the Public Security system in Jordan, and made 
.special reference to the new philosophy adopted by the PSD. (Petra). 

Canadian trade team 
ends visit to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Canadian 
technology, trade and investment 
xlelegaticm wound up a five-day 
visit to Jordan Tuesday by ex- 
pressing hope that scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan and 
’Canada will be extended and 
increased in all. fields. 

Samir ZalzaL. who headed a 
team of Canadians representing 
■the ■ Ottawa-based Canada- Arab 
Business Council (CABC), said 
That he will embark on measures 
leading to the implementation of 
"joint. projects and industrial in- ■ 
: vestments in the Kingdom as 
.'soon as he and his delegation 
have carried out the necessary 
arrangements with Canadian 


buinessmeh and industrialists. 

The delegation which also in- 
cluded a number of Canadian 
Foreign Ministry offidals had met 
with Jordanian government offi- 
cials and businessmen and discus- 
sed bilateral cooperation in in- 
dustrial and economic fields. 

CABC consists of over 50 
prominent Canadian private sec- 
tor firms and it is the largest trade 
assodation in Canada, directing 
efforts at the expansion of corpo- 
rate interest in the Arab World. 

Zalzal told a press conference 
here last Sunday that his delega- 
tion predicted a prominent role 
for Jordan in Canadian- Arab 
trade relations. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 



77>e following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

The Arab Contemporary Artists exhibition at AI Waati 
Gallery. 

An exhibition of paintings by French artist Francois® Peirovitch 
nt the French Cultural Centre. 

The Polish contemporary art exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

An exhibition entitled “The Icebreaker” which includes show- 
ings 13m about the activities of a Swedish icebreaker and the 
envir onm ent surrounding it, a photo exhibition and a radio 
programme at the French Cultural Centre. 

An exhibition on geology and development plans in Jordan 
which includes samples of rocks, minerals, fossils and raw 
m a ter ial manufactured in Jordan, at the Yarmouk University. 
An art exfnbitiou by Mohammad Bofis and Munira AI 
TwdsSyyi at AI Qadisiyya College. 

The Iraqi chfldren’s exhibition which includes 100 paintings by 
Iraqi children and an exhibition or children’s books at Zarqa 
Comprehensive School for Boys. 

The Yemeni national heritage exhibition which includes Yemeni 
costumes, hamiicrafls, photos and books at -the Yarmouk 
University. 

•An exhibition of photographs and paintings showing the main 
European dties in three historical eras, at the University of 
Jomni. 

-A phofcfcnq** crhiWtkm entitkd “Under Putt Skies” exhibit- 
ing iflO Wft century photographs of the Middle East at Zarqa 
Community Coflege- ~ 



Mhuster of Industry and Trade Hamdl Tabbaa Tuesday bolds talks with a visiting Taiwanese trade 
delegation in Amman (Petra photo) 

Taiwanese express 
to establish strong 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
Taiwanese trade investment de- 
legation Tuesday expressed 
readiness to contribute to the 
implementation of a number of 
projects in the Kingdom in coop- 
eration with the private and pub- 
lic sectors. 

The head of the visiting delega- 
tion, who was speaking at a meet- 
ing with Minister of Industry and 
Trade Hamdi Tabbaa, referred to 
the presence of a number of 
Taiwanese firms carrying out a 
□umber of plans in the country. 

Taiwan, he said, “looks for- 
ward to establishing very strong 
economic and trade ties with Jor- 
dan in view of the Kingdom’s 
investment possibilities, its eco- 
nomic policies and its central 
location within the Arab World.” 

The delegation leader said that 
his country was also willing to 
provide training to Jordanian per- 
sonnel in the fields of industrial 
engineering, investment and 
technology. 

For his part, Tabbaa welcomed 
the delegation's ideas and said 
Taiwan would be mosT welcome 


to open an iudustrial fair in Am- 
man with the purpose of promot- 
ing the sale of Taiwanese national 
products. 

The minister discussed with the 
Taiwanese visitors, who repre- 
sent a large number of major 
firms in Taiwan, prospects for 
economic and trade cooperation, 
increasing the volume of goods 
imported by Jordan and Taiwan 
from each other and increasing 
the Taiwanese firms’ activities 
here especially in the textile in- 
dustries. 

It was decided at the meeting 
that a Jordanian economic de- 
legation should pay a visit to 
Taiwan shortly to follow up talks 
on these matters and examine the 
prospects of opening new mar- 
kets for Jordanian and Taiwanese 
national products in either 
country. 

The two sides discussed the 
prospect of concluding a trade 
agreement, and the activities of 
the Taiwan ‘trade Office in Am- 
man and Jordan's Trade Office in 
Taipei. 

Tabbaa briefed the visitors on 
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The Taiwanese trade delegation Tuesday visits the permanent 
industrial fair at the Amman Chamber of Industry (Petra photo) 


Jordan's investment policies and 
incentives to foreign businessmen 
and industrialists. 

Apart from businessmen, the 
delegation groups a number of 
officials from the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs and Economy. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Jordan's 1987 im- 
ports from Taiwan amounted to 
JD 16 million and these included 
clothes, electric appliances, natu- 
ral and artificial rubber, tyres, 
textile products and office equip- 
ment. It said that Jordan’s ex- 
ports to Taiwan included phos- 
phate and fertilisers. 

Delegation visits chamber 
of industry 

Later the Taiwanese delegation 
called at the Amman Chamber of 
Industry and discussed joint in- 
vestment projects to be carried 
out in Jordan and expanding ex- 
isting projects. 

Discussion also centred on 
means of increasing the volume 
of trade between Taiwan and 
Jordan and adjusting the balance 
of trade which is clearly in favour 
of Taiwan. 

The Jordanian side proposed 
setting up a joint plant to produce 
requirements for Jordanian stu- 
dents of school bags, sports wear 
and school equipment as well as 
processed foodstuffs, auto spare 
parts and other related schemes. 

The Taiwanese team expressed 
readiness to take ( part in ' such 
projects and to provide expertise 
and know-how and said Taiwan 
will also be willing to help carry 
out Jordan's five-year national 
development schemes. 

The team later visited the 
permanent industrial fair at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
and inspected national products 
on display there. 

The team alsa visited the Sahab 
Industrial City near Amman and 
was briefed on the development 
of industries and facilities offered 
to investors and investment in- 
centives. 


Rabat meeting urges increased 
aid to Arabs under occupation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting' 
by the Arab Economic and Social 
Council held in Rabat called on 
the Arab states to increase their 
financial and in-kind assistance to 
the Arab people in the occupied 
territories and urged Arab coun- 
tries to buy agricultural products 
from these territories, according 
to Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Saqqaf. 


Saqqaf, in a statement upon 
returning here from the Rabat 
meeting, said that the council 
urged Arab financial institutions 
to provide credit facilities and 
guarantees to help finance the 
exportation and marketing of 
Palestinian products in Arab mar- 
kets, and to support the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's efforts 
worldwide to find new markets 
for Palestinian products. 


Greater Amman begins 
project to develop roads 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Municipality announced 
Tuesday that it has embarked on 
a project to develop roads and 
pavements within the capital at 
an estimated cost of JD 3.5 mil- 
lion. 

A statement said that repair 
and improvement services will be 
introduced to the Prince Hassan 
Street, the Ali Ibn Abii Taleb 
Street, AI Quds Street, AI 
Mutbanna Ibn Haritha Street and 


Khawlah Bint AI Azwan Street, 
and that work will last 460 days. 

The statement said that the 
project entails building culverts 
to drain away rain water, replac- 
ing old pavements with new ones, 
repairing road surfaces and paint- 
ing pavements and installing traf- 
fic posts, signs and traffic lights. 

According to the statement 
new diversions have been found 
to help ensure the flow of traffic. 


Seminar discusses agrarian 
reforms, rural development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium opened here Tuesday 
to discuss the activities of the 
regional office entrusted with car- 
rying out projects related to agra- 
rian reform and rural develop- 
ment. The symposium, organised 
by the U.N. Food and Apicul- 
ture Organisation (FAO) in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Social Development, is attended 
by delegates from Jordan, Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt, Tunisia and Pakis- 
tan, in addition to representatives 
from the United Nations De- 


velopment Programme and 
observers from Lebanon, North 
and South Yemen. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Fawwaz Touqan said that 
the process of good production 
bas become a specialised industry 
involving the employment of 
modem technology and highl y 
skilled labour. He underlined 
the importance of the Amman- 
based office which helps to prom- 
ote rural development and the 
production of food. 


He said the council urged Arab 
states to help build a fishing port 
at Gaza and a cement factoiy in 
Hebron in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Jordanian delegation pre- 
sented a working paper to the 
meeting outlining the economic 
and social situation in the Israeli- 
held Arab lands, Saqqaf noted. 

The council, he said, expressed 
appreciation to the European 
Community nations for their sup- 
port of Palestinian people's rights 
and for adopting plans to set up 
economic projects benefitting the 
Palestinian people. 


Yarmouk seminar calls 
for strict penalties for 
smokers in banned areas 


IRBID (J.T.) — A seminar on combatting smoking 
organised by Yarmouk University Tuesday wound 
up its sessions by issuing a set of recommendations 
designed to help eliminate the habit of smoking 
among Jordanians. 


The seminar, which was sponsored 
by the Jordan National Anti- 
Smoking Society, appealed to the 
concerned authorities to amend a 
law on the protection of public 
health from the danger of smok- 
ing issued in 1977, to include 
provisions for strict penalties for 
violators of regulations, that ban 
smoking in public places. 

The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Education to introduce specific 
curricula spreading awareness 
among students against the dan- 
ger of smoking. 

It urged organisers of all semi- 
nars, and conferences to assign 
specific places for smoking and 
said regulations banning smoking 
in public transport vehicles 
should be re-inforced. 


The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Information to launch anti- 
smoking campaigns through the 
mass media, and the Ministry of 
Health to publish the recom- 
mendations and resolutions of the 
seminar to all students of schools, 
community colleges and universi- 
ties. 

The seminar urged universities 
to assign places for smokers on 
the campus and urged the Minis- 
try of Health to name the first day 
of November every year as a 
national day for combatting smok- 
ing in Jordan. It said that the day 
ought to be observed by organisa- 
tions and educational institutions. 

The seminar urged doctors to 
serve as an example for their 
patients and refrain from smok- 


ing: and senior offic - -s to ban 
smoking in their offic.s. 

The seminar also urged Yar- 
mouk University and other con- 
cerned institutions to organise a 
national seminar on combatting 
smoking on an annual basis as 
part of the general campaign 
against the habit. 

Participants in the seminar re- 
viewed working papers underlin- 
ing the dangers of smoking to 
public health in general and in- 
fants and pregnant women in 
particular. 

Dr. Yousef Qousus, a noted 
cardiologist at the AI Hussein 
Medical CentTe, presented a 
working paper that related smok- 
ing to heart and blood circulation 
diseases. 

A working paper by Hind Abu 
Hamdi from the Health Ministry, 
showed that 71 per cent of Jorda- 
nian males and 44 of females are 
smokers and that most smokers 
are aged between 40 and 49 
yean. 


Seminar discusses boosting role 
of women in community development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On its second 
day. a seminar on local commun- 
ity development Tuesday tackled 
the outlook of development in 
Jordan, operating methods of de- 
velopment councils and means of 
boosting women's role in local 
community development. 

The seminar, which was 
chaired by Her .Royal Highness 
Princess Basma, chairperson of 
the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (OAF), is aimed at 
widening the base of participation 
of community development 
around the Kingdom. 

Dr. Hussein AI Khatib from 
the Ministry of Planning pre- 
sented a paper on regional plan- 


ning and development in Jordan. 
His paper assessed the operating 
methods and philosophy of de- 
velopment councils around the 
country. 

Mrs. Sataneh Shami and Lu- 
seen Taminian discussed • ways of 
boosting women's role in local 
community development. In their 
paper, Taminian and Shami 
stated that a study on the econo- 
mic, social, cultural and legal 
factors that affect women is 
essential for proper programming 
of ways to boost women’s parti- 
cipation in local community de- 
velopment. 

Dr. Faisal Bashabsbeh, head of 
the Allan Social -Development 


Centre, presented a paper enti- 
tled “local community develop- 
ment — realities and outlooks.” 
during which he presented an 
ideological perspective to local 
community development. 

Bashabsheh stated that local 
community development was a. 
comprehensive and complimentary 
process that puts to use the avail- 
able social services and avoids 
overlap. 

The seminar, which is expected 
to come up with recommenda- 
tions after its final session 
Wednesday, is organised by the 
OAF and "the Kuwaiti Fund for 
Arab Economic Development. 


Jordan marks army day today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Today, 
Wednesday, March 1, 1989, 
marks the 33rd anniversary of the 
Arabisation of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces upon orders from 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

The King ordered the termina- 
tion of the services of General 
John Glubb. commander of the 
Armed Forces and said that 


Jordanian officers should take up 
the command of the Armed 
Forces in the country. 

The move was significant in 
view of the ongoing Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the dangers that 
Israel's occupation of Palestine 
posed to the Arab Nation. 

It also came as a manifestation 
of Jordan's desire to rid itself of 


foreign domination. 

Since March 1. 1956 King Hus- 
sein has continually worked to- 
wards strengthening the Armed 
Forces and has made all efforts to 
ensure they were provided with 
the most up-to-date weapons re- 
quired for defending the home- 
land. 



Haj Hassan meets land transport union members 


MINISTER of Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions KhaKd AI Haj Hassan Tuesday stressed the 
ministry’s interest in dealing with all the difficul- 
ties facing tbe transport sector in Jordan and 
issued his directives to all the ministry depart- 
ments concerned to coordinate with the various 
sectors concerned with transport, with a view to 


reaching joint recommendations, capable of en- 
hancing tbe transport sector in Jordan. Haj 
Hassan was speaking at a meeting attended by the 
Jordanian members in the Arab Land Transport 
Union, during which they reviewed tbe situation 
of land transport and discussed problems facing 
this sector. (Petra photo) 


Anani calls for use of solar energy in development 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) President 
Jawad Anani Tuesday said that 
solar energy is a natural resource 
which should be utilised for socio- 
economic development, just like 
water, and mineral resources. 

Addressing a 13-day special- 
ised scientific symposium on de- . 
sign and manufacturing of solar 
cells and heaters, organised by 
the RSS solar energy research 
centre in cooperation with the 
United Nations Industrial De- 
velopment Fund (UNIDO). 

Anani pointed out that the 
RSS, through research, material 
tests and technical services it 
undertakes, contributes to tbe 
socio-economic development of 
the country. “However, the RSS 
activities are in line with Jordan's 
technological needs.” 

He added that tbe society gives 
high priority ia its activities to the 
solar and wind energy, with the 
aim of developing such kind of 
energy to meet our needs and to 
design the equipment and the 
systems that serve our local 
needs. 



Royal Scientific Society 
Tuesday speaks at a symposium 

Anani thanked the UNIDO 
and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) for 
their continuous support for the 
soriety s activities in the area of 
solar energy and for organising of 
the symposium. 

UNIDO representative briefed 
participants on the organisation's 


AI Anani 
on design and 


manufacturing of solar cells and heaters (Petra 
photo) 


activities in the use of solar ener- 
gy and outlined the importance of 
solar energy in developing re- 
mote villages. 

He also paid tribute to the 
unique role played by the RSS in 
this sphere, saying that it has 
been a pioneer in this field, not 


only at the local level, but also at 
both the Arab and international 
levels. 

Attending the symposium are 
representatives of 15 Arab and 
foreign countries in addition to 
representatives of the private and 
public sectors in Jordan. 
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Three cheers for 
Thatcher 


BRITISH Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher struck a 
remarka bly courageous note during her Paris press confer- 
ence at the end of the Franco-British summit Monday, when 
she amplified the three principal conditions for the com- 
mencement of the peace process in the Middle East. By far 
the most notable of Mrs. Thatcher’s triple sine qua non for 
starting the process of negotiations in the Middle East 
between the Arab parties and Israel is her call on the U.S. to 
be “firm” with Israel. 

Mrs. Thatcher deserves to be commended for her 
outspokenness on the Israeli foot-dragging which dearly 
shows how much Britain is exasperated over the continued 
U.S. policy of playing second fiddle to Israeli leaders. Mrs. 
Thatcher is in the best position to talk straight to Washing- 
ton as her credentials, as a strong ally of the U.S., are 
impeccable. This “enough is enough” message to Washing- 
ton from London is not open for misinterpretations; it is as 
dear as words and intents can ever convey. To be sore, the 
implications and connotations of Mrs. Thatcher’s heart to 
heart advice to Washington are obviously too dear and 
incisive to need elaborations. 

In the same vein, President Francos Mitterrand has also 
expressed similar judgments on the peace process in the 
Middle East and the French leader’s words hopefully would 
not fall on deaf ears in Tel Aviv and Washington. By calling 
on Israel to heed the new realities created by the PLO in the 
wake of the momentous decisions taken in Algiers last 
autumn, the British call on Washington to be firmer on Td 
Aviv stands out as an act of unprecedented political and 
intellectual courage that could prove to be the very kind of 
political expression that would initiate file peace process in 
the Middle East on solid grounds. This is not to dimmish the 
importance of the conditions prescribed by Mrs. Thatcher, 
namely, that the permanent member states of the U.N. 
Security Council should shoulder their responsibility for 
convening the projected international peace conference on 
the Middle East, and that the Palestinians should be 
engaged as well in the negotiations for the settlement of the 
Palestinian conflict. As the PLO is the in tern a tio nally 
recognised representative of the Palestinian people, it would 
be the natural thing to have it attend the anticipated 
international conference and negotiate on behalf of the 
Palestinians the unique Palestinian dimension of the overall 
Arab-Israeli conflict 

Should Washington and Td Aviv yield to the words of 
wisdom ottered by Margaret Thatcher, the ball of peace in 
the Middle East could really get ririfing after all. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AL Ra’i daily newspaper Tuesday tackled Israel's apprehension 
of the prospect of reviving the eastern front following Iraq’s great 
successes in the Gulf war and Syria's continued military buildup. 
The paper said that the Israelis expressed their apprehension 
through Dan Shannon . their army's chief of staff, who hinted that 
Israel could be forced to launch a pre-emptive strike against the 
Arab forces to avoid being subjected to a new war. Shamron 
considers such an attack as legitimate because it will be in 
self-defence, and thus he explicitly reflects the mentality of his 
Zionist leaders who continue to believe in force to settle disputes, 
the paper noted. The paper said that Shamron and other Israeli 
leaders believe that war against the Arabs would save them from 
further internal divisions and would help Israel to live in peace. 
Israel's declared apprehension of the Arab forces could indeed be 
a prelude to a new aggression which, if launched this time, it- 
would be costly for Israel, the paper noted. It said that Israel, 
which is facing extreme isolation from the rest of the world, due to 
its aggressive policies, is bound to face worldwide condemnation 
and total boycott from the world community should it launch a 
new a military adventure, the paper added. In the meantime it 
said the Arabs should take such threats seriously and must be 
ready for any eventualities. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily comments on South Yemen's 
bid to join the newly created Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
which groups North Yemen, Iraq, Jordan and Egypt. Mahmoud 
A! Rimawi says that South Yemen’s Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz 
AL Dali’s statements published Monday give clear indication that 
Aden is seriously contemplating the idea of joining the new 
alliance,*and is holding consultations to achieve that end. Rimawi 
notes that South Yemen and North Yemen are also taking steps 
for unity, and adds that if Aden's membership in the ACC is 
bound to help speed up unity between the two Yemens, then this 
membership should be welcomed not only by the Yemeni people 
but also by those of the four ACC countries. Rimawi says that the 
main aim of the Arab Cooperation Council which was proclaimed 
in Baghdad is to fulfil the aspirations of all Arabs for unity. He 
adds that the creation of a joint Jordanian-South Yemeni higher 
committee will no doubt help speedup this process. 


A1 Dostour daily tackles the current consultations between Arab 
leaders in the light of a visit to Baghdad Monday by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai. The paper said that a message delivered to 
the Iraqi president from His Majesty King Hussein explained the 
outcome of the monarch’s contacts with world leaders attending 
the funeral of Emperor Hirohito in die past week. The paper said 
that the King’s endeavouis to serve his nation form a continuous 
P™cess and are designed to open the way for a greater measure of 
dose cooperation and joint action. 


Sawt A 1 Shaab daily said that King Hussein is so keen on 
upholding the standards of the early Hashemite leaders who 
advocated Arab unity and freedom. The paper referred to the 
monarch’s key role in pan-Arab action and in the ou-going efforts 
to rally Arab ranks and consolidate their ranks in the face of 
common challenges. The paper's comment was in the light of a 
visit to Baghdad Monday by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai who 
conveyed the King’s message to the Iraqi president and discussed 
questions of concern to the two countries. It said that in view of 
1 ma . J - or chailen S es posed to the Arab Nation there is no 
1 aiterna tive to continued consultations and rall ying of ranks. 


Fly me to the moon 


By Riad AI Khoari 


THE history of the world economy for the last few centuries has 
been one of unremitting expansion. This growth has taken several 
forms, including strong geographical movement: Italians m the 
late Middle Ages, the Dutch in the Renaissance and the British 
under Victoria all moved out of their European base to trade and 
invest. The process continued with the Americans and the 
Russians into the period after the World War II . The Soviet virgin 
lands’ agricultural expansion of the 1950’s and the U.S.’s Alaskan 
north slope oil are examples of literally how far the world economy 
now stretches. Of course there's still a lot of empty space to work 
in Siberia, Canada, etc., but the tentacles of the modern economy 
are now firmly in place almost throughout the worlds world. 

The two major exceptions are the seabed and Antarctica. 
Twentieth century technology is now capable of wringing wealth 
from even such places; there the battle is now joined, with the 
greedy capitalists, wishy-washy ecologists and feckless Third 
Worlders, among others, scrambling to preserve their “sights” or 
gain privileges. Elaborate agreements have been drawn up to 
prevent a free-for-all reminiscent of the carving up of 19th century 
Africa. The Antarctic Treaty in particular has kept conflict on ice. 
It includes disarmament provisions which preserve Antarctica 
exclusively for peaceful purposes, with a prohibition of military 
activities, nuclear explosions and disposal of nuclear waste. 

The treaty also provides for freedom of scientific research m 
Antarctica and the exchange of plans for, and results of, such 
research. It also fosters the conservation of living resources and 
the protection of the unique Antarctic environment. Australians 


Governor General and former Foreign Minister Bill Hayden has 
described the treaty as “an effective international instrument for 
the regulation of states’ activities in Antarctica in the interest of 
all Mankind.” 

Hayden has also talked about the amicable and cooperative 
atmosphere characteristic of the Antarctic Treaty system. Does 
all this sound too good to be true? Yes, absolutely. The Sooth 
Pole is not the scene of violent dashes over natural resources, nor 
for tirat matter are conflicting c laims over the seabed now causing 
major tension between states. But if recent history is anythingto 
go by, big problems in these areas are only a matter of time. The 
North American giant as well as the near-giants of Europe and 
Japan, are struggling more ferociously them ever for economic 
spheres of influence; it’s not difficult to imagine a fl sorts of trouble 
being caused by the rich pow of of the North in places like 
Antarctica. (For example, the Faiklands conflict of 1982 had an 
element of seabed economics in it.) I hope I’m wrong, but the 
greed of the developed countries is bound to affect the whole 
globe, from the ozone layer to the bottom of the ocean. Is there a 
solution to this problem? Probably not, human nature being what 


it is. 


A capacity for rapacity will keep the world in turmoil, with 
“developing” underdogs struggling against starvation and penury. 
The current accommodation between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union win probably provide a breathing spell in this process. But 
in a few years, look out: the world after 1992’s 12-nation 


European mega-merger is going to be a fantastically competitive 
’ Place. and the poor Sooth is going to suffer even more. By me end 
of the miHemunm not even the ocean floor rad Antarctica are 
going to be spared involveraena m fins process. And then? Yes 
yon gu essed it: the Moon. The science fiction of our parents has 
' become mundane reality, rad as the race on Earth for economic 
domination continues, the Moon rad eventually she planets are 
bound to become objects of competition, peaceful or otherwise. 
And if the mess on earth gets even more out of band, as it 
probably will, a brave new hmar worid would no doubt be an ideal 
solution for Americ a ns and others who want to get away from it 
all. Does this sound grotesquely fanciful? Maybe, but lots of 
scientific and other thongs happenin g today were literally unim- 
aginable only a few years ago. 

Take the Soviet Phobos mission: The recent conquest of a 
Martian Moon is going to be a modest prehide to spectacular 
interplanetary trips by tbe Russians and their friends. (And 
feminists will no doubt take comfort in tbe knowledge, that 
women are much better at withstanding the harmful effects of 
long space flight). Meanwhile, lack on Earth, the rich are getting 
richer in many cases at tbe expense of the poor. Docs it make 
sense under these conditions to foray oat into spear? Whatever 
the answer, tbe twin phenomena of economic and scien tific 
expansion are here to stay. 


Riad Al Kbouri is a Beirut-based economic consultant and 
businessman. 
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Red Cross brings crutches and 
voice of conscience to Kabul 


By Oliver Wales 
Reuter 


KABUL — It takes more than 
the threat of a vicious civil war to 
drive the Red Cross out of Kabul 
where it struggled for seven years 
to gain a foothold. 

The Swiss-based organisation 
now provides top-class hospital 
treatment, crutches for the crip- 
pled, and above all a nagging 
voice of conscience for both the 
government and its rebel oppo- 
nents. 


“I tell you frankly that I don’t 
know what the future will bring,” 
said the Red Cross's dynamic 
chief delegate Jean- Jacqes Fre- 
sard. “But the people of Afgha- 
nistan need us and we cannot stop 
any of our activities for too long.*- 
Virtually all Western states, 
fearing for their diplomats' safe- 
ty, dosed their embassies before 
a final Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan on Feb. IS. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross sent 23 Don- 
operational staff to New Delhi. 
But 40 more stayed, most of them 
Swiss, by far tbe largest group of 
Westerners left in Kabul. 

And after nearly two weeks of 
peace and quiet in the Afghan - 
capital, the 23 are returning. 

“We have a duty always to 
prepare for a worst-case scenario 
but it did :not: happen,” Fresard 


said, referring to fears Kabul 
would become a battleground as 
tbe Western-backed rebels tried 
to overthrow President Najibul- 
lah’s government. 

The Red Cross orthopaedic 
centre, dosed on Feb. 8, reopens 
on March 1. It is desperately 
needed. 

When it began fitting artifidal 
legs and issuing crutches and 
wheelchairs just under a year 
ago, it drew 1*600 patients in 
three days. The waiting list 
stretches until 1991. 

“We guess that there are already 
some 20,000 amputees in this 
country,” Fresard said. “When 
the refugees come tack from 
Pakistan and Iran, we know that 
there will be more, maybe hun- 
dreds, maybe thousands.” 

The comfortable Red Cross 
hospital in a converted private 
house has SO beds but a new 
100-bed ward is ready for when 
the 10-year-old civil war hots up 
again. 

“We only take war-wounded, 
that is what we are here for,” said 
nurse Esther Stebler, 31, from 
Basel in Switzerland. 

“Mines are a big problem but 
we also have gunshot wounds to 
the chest, explosions, rockets, 
frostbite, reconstruction surgery 
and so on. You have to have a 
really broad variety of skills to be 
a surgeon in a place like this.” 


One small boy was badly 
burned when a box of military 
flares, used to deflect rebel anti- 
aircraft missiles, exploded while 
he was playing with it. 

There are nine expatriate 
nurses and two three-person sur- 
gical teams, one from Finland, 
the other from Britain. 

“We are exactly the number we 
need. Nobody can afford to get 
sick,” Stebler said. Since it 
opened on Oct. 1 last year, tbe 
hospital has trained its own 
Afghan staff. 

“We could not take away the 
few medical staff there are in 
Afghanistan,” he said. “You are 
teaching, all day long, ex plaining 
everything 200 times, it’s very 
tiring. Some people hardly under- 
stand English and we have to turn 
them into good nurses.” 

Afghanistan is overwhelmingly 
Muslim, which brings its own 
problems. “You can’t expect the 
local nurses to wash a man, we . 
have to do that ourselves,” Steb- 
ler says. 

Some women patients are loath 
to take off the burqas, the head- 
to-toe veil worn by conservative 
Afghans. “Sometimes we have to 
cut holes in the burqas to treat a 
wound,” Stebler said. 

_ Hie Red Cross also distributes 
medicine to other hospitals and 
dimes in Kabul. But. its main 
task, for which it was founded 12S 


NOW THAT THE RUSSIANS 
ARE G0Nkrt(JHAWAt>, 
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The Oman Scenes Mornar 


years ago, is more political. 

“We are here to convince the 
parties to the conflict to respect 
international h umanitari an law,” 
Fresard said. 

The Red Cross operates in a 
country only if its delegates, who 
are all Swiss, are allowed to visit 
all political prisoners regularly 
and in private. . 

It took from 1980 to 1987 be- 
fore the Red Gross was satisfied it 
could start work in Afghanistan 
and the delegation was set up in 
March 1988. 

Fresard, hardened through 


observing battles at Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon, seemed 
almost surprised at the success of 
this side of the mission. 

“We are sure that we have seen 
90 per cent of sentenced political 
prisoners in Afghanistan,” be 
said. “It’s not just here, we also 
visit prisoners held by the Mu- 
jahedeen (rebels) on tire other 
ade. ' ■ 

“Both tides are playing the 
game, I am really amazed,” he 
said. “It doesn't cost them any- 
thing politically, they are really 
giving us an easy time.” 


An important task re-estab- 
lishing contact between prisoners 
and their families. Letters are 
delivered around the country and . 
in refugee camps in Pakistan. 

• Behind the scenes, the Red 
Gross lobbies the g o v ernm ent 
and rebels over any treatment of 
prisoners it considers breaches 
the Geneva conventions or other 
international humanitarian law. 

“The idea is to leave same " 
message behind you,” Fresard 
said. “Actually there are all sorts 
of verses in the Koran which are 
very dose to our principles.”. 


tb< 


Pensioners band together to scare major Australian parties ; 


By Robert Woodward 

Reuter 


SYDNEY — Greypower is the 
fastest growing political force in 
Australia. 

Elderly Australians fed up with 
what they see as years of neglect 
have banded together to scare 
established political parties into 
taking their expectations 
seriously. 

Greypower hit the headlines 
this month when it captured 
around six per cent of the vote in 
a dosely fought western Austra- 
lian state election, won by the 
ruling Labour Party. 

“We’ve made an impact and 
shown the voters there is an 
alternative tothe two major par- 
ties," Greypower founder Doug 
Ratcliffe told journalists. 

The party failed to win a seat 
but influenced the result in many 
constituencies through a compli- 


cated preference vote system. 

Western Australia’s Greypow- 
er was founded last Jane when 
Raxdiffe, a retired civil engineer, 
beard a widowed pensioner com- 
plain on local radio about her 
treatment by tax officials. 


He discovered her plight was 
not unusual and decided action 
must be taken. “This terrible 
state of affairs has to be cor- 
rected. It was time to leave the 
ringside seats and to get into the 
ring myself,” he said. 


Six months later, after Ratdiffe 
preached his gospel of pensioner 
self-defence in shopping centres 
and the letter pages of his local 
newspaper, 37,000 people voted 
for the 42 Greypower candidates. 

Ratdiffe tapped a reservoir of 
anger among Australia’s 2.17 mil- 
lion pensioners who say they have 
been neglected in favour of other 


disadvantaged groups such as the 
young unemployed. 

Australia imposes a means test 
on old age pensions. Both income ' 
and assets are assessed. 

For every dollar a single person 
earns a week above 40 
dollars, ($36) his or her pension of 
124 dollars ($112) is cut by 50 
cents ($0.45). 

Pressure groups such as the 
Australian Retired Persons Asso- 
ciation have lobbied for years for 
a pension increase, the scrapping 
of the means test and transport 
concessions for pensioners in all 
states. 

But apart from a low-key pen- 
sioners party in Victoria, the 
elderly had eschewed political in- 
volvement until this year. 

“We are not aligned to any 
political party,” said Barbara 
Grey-Gardner of the Seniors Ac- 
tion Committee pressure group. 
“There is a general feeling that if 


we approach the parties as a 
separate entity we have a wider 
chance of success.” 

Grey-Gardner and others be- 
lieve Greypower will not last as it 
does not represent most pension- 
ers' aspirations, being concerned 
mostly with the problems of the 
former self-employed and middle 
class. 

Greypower’s attempt to influ- 
ence the next federal election, 
expected within 12 months, has 
also been hit by antagonism be- 
tween two of its leaders. 

Ratcliffe "s party was almost 
still-born after Robert Dark, 
founder of another greypower 
party in New South Wales, 
opposed its application for reg- 
istration as a political party. 

The two still refuse to talk to 
each other, and despite strong 
Greypower support in South Au- 
stralia and Queensland there are 
no plans for a national conference 


to coordinate policies. 

While Ratdiffe’s party addres- 
ses a wide range of issues Clark is 
solely interested in pensioners. 

“Other political parties have a 
multitude of objectives and the 
welfare of tbe elderly gets lost In 
their opinion die best thing tbe 
elderly can do is quickly crawl 
away and die,” said Clark who is 
convinced his party wfll win a seat 
in Australia’s most populous state 
in the' next federal election. 

Greypower’s showing in West- 
ern Australia certainly worried 
other parties, particularity die 
Democrats whose leader Janine 
Haines labelled Greypower sup- 
porters “geriatric fascists.” The 
Democrats polled just one per 
cent. 

Soon after Haine’s jibe news- 
papers revealed Clark had been 
involved in campaigning in tbe 
1970s to keep non-white immig- 
rants out of Australia. 


A former Greypower official 
also said a Greypower meeting in 
Sydney town hall last year was 
infiltrated by racist groups who 
handed out anti-Asian and anti- 
Jewish literature. ' 


Apart from pensioners’ rote as 
voters — 20 per cent of the 10.5 
mihioa electorate are retired — 
one of tbe problems facing the 
government is how to deal with a 
rapidly ageing population and the 
drain on federal resources this 
will cause. 


Official estimates suggest tfejit 
by 2005 about 12 per cent of tijie . 
population will be over 65 and 
this could lire to 16 per cent^" 
The government has turned _■ 
down pensioner caDs for a nation- 
al summit on die elderly but A a 
prime ministerial task force set tip 
last year is due to report soon pri 
how to tackle die problems of die 
aged. _ - ' - :. r ; 


Is SOOship U.S. navy a dream? 


By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The crunch 
in. U.S. budget spending and 
shifting American defence priori- 
ties are combining to sink the 
navy’s dream of a 600-ship fleet 

Despite a record S2.5 trillion 
peacetime defence build-up 
under former President Ronald 
Reagan, the navy has not reached 
its 600-ship goal. Defence experts 
say, and Pentagon officials con- 
cede, rhat it may never be 
reached. 

“The goal certainly remains 
valid. But we are concentrating 
now on maintaining .15 carrier 
battle groups. They are the key 
(to surface power)," said com- 
mander Mark Baker, a navy 
spokesman. 

Baker and other defence offi- 
cials told Reuters, however, that 
expected budget cuts in 1990 and 
possibly beyond could mean that 
the number of battle groups that 
escort aircraft carriers may have 
to be reduced. 

Before he left office in Janu- 
ary, former Defence Secretary 
Frank Carluca decided to order 
the early retirement of 16 older 
U.S. frigates to save money and 
manpower. 

He told Congress in January 
that the move, along with fiscal 


constraints and other factors, 
would “postpone achievement of 
the (600-ship) goal beyond the 
turn of the century." 

At September 30, 1988 — the 
end of the fiscal year — naval 
strength stood at 5 65 ships, up 
from 479 before Reagan took 
office at tbe beginning of 1981. 

The navy is currently building 
IS ships and had asked for 
another 20 in the fiscal year 1990. 
But ships are also being retired, 
and President George Bush has 
agreed to slash £6 billion from 
Reagan’s 1990 Pentagon budget 
request of $315.2 billion. 

One senior defence official, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said that in future the emphasis 
may have to be on a smaller navy* 
of high-technology Surface craft 
and submarines to deal with 
growing Soviet naval sophistica- 
tion. 

“But even if we have to retire 
some older carriers early to re- 
duce costs over the short term, 
we have' got to keep 15 battle » 
groups available to deal with 
trouble spots,” he said. 

Hie Soviet navy is increasmg 
its own emphasis on carriers even 
though it has cut deep-water 
“steaming hours,” in recent years 
and may be planning to reduce its 
total fleet as part of Mikhail 
Gorbachev's push to reduce Mos- 


cow’s military budget. 

“There’s no doubt that reduced 
budgets here and improving re-, 
.-latious with the Soviet Union are 
bringing pressure on us to make 
changes in militaxy strategy,” said 
a senior Bush administration offi- 
cial, who also asked not to be 
identified. 

“We are pressing Japan to take 
much more control of the sea 
lanes off its coasts, but I don’t see 
bow we can ask the European 
allies to do a lot more in the way 
of naval power,” be told Reuters. 

“The writing is on the wall," 
said retired Rear Admiral 
Eugene Carroll from the Centre 
for Defence Information in 
Washington. “Ships are expen- 
sive and we can’t afford either to 
build or to man 600 of them.” 

Barry Blechman, a military ex- 
pert with tbe Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity School of Advanced Inter- 
national Studies, spoke along 
similar lines. 

“While you're building ships, 
you’re retiring ships,” he said. 
"And lower budgets over the 
next several years are going to 
force reductions in manpower.” 

It costs at least $1 milli on a day 
to keep a big nuclear aircraft 
carrier at sea with a crew of 5,000 
and more than 100 aircraft. 
Escort ships and crews are not 
included in that figure. 


China intellectuals forge uni 


By Guy Dimnore 

Renter 


PEKING — In a small, dimly lit 
Felting bar a young man reads out 
an open letter signed by promin- 
ent intellectuals calling for the 
release of all political prisoners in 
China _ 

Perhaps a commonplace event 
now among well organised dissi- 
dents in the Soviet Union or 
much of Eastern Europe but hi 
China it marks a significant break 
with the past. 

The letter, carrying 33 signa- 
tures and sent to toe Communist 
Party and parliament Thursday, 
calls for the release of Wei Jing- 
sheng, a dissident serving a' 15- 
year jafl sentence, and all other 
prisoners of conscience. 

“It’s very good news. It shows 
their c o m m it m ent. Chin a’s intel- 
lectuals are becoming more inde- 
pendent,” Fang Lazhi, a well 
known scientist and once almost a 
lone voice in his outspoken critic- 
ism of the authorities, com- 
mented Friday. 

Fang, expelled from the party 
last year, said he believed it was 
die first such open petition calling 
for an amnesty. 

“1 think there will be more 
intellectuals who will sign... the 
more signatures, the more press- 
ure on the authorities to react,” 
the professor said. 


Wn Zugnang,- a 72-year-old 
playwright who was also forced to 
leave the party last year, said the 
letter reflected widespread hopes 
among China’s intellectuals for 
an amnesty. 

“I think a k>t of people will add 
their signatures,” he said. “I am 
op timist ic about an amn esty.” 

Rumours of a possible amnesty 
have circulated in Peking in re- 
cent months. Bnt this week a 
parliamentary spokesman said an 
act of clemency was so far not cm 
tbe agenda of the national legisla- 
ture, which starts its annual ses- 
sion on March 20. 

A dissident active in the brief 
period of liberalisation known as 
tbe “Peking .Spring” of the late 
1970s predicted China’s dis- 
affected and badly paid intellec- 


Among them were people ! 
Wn and Su who have comes 
fire from party cai 


tnals would become increa sin gly 
vocal in their demands for human 
rights. 

“This letter is a beginning, 
small but significant,” he said. He 
asked not to be named. 

“China’s intellectuals -are be- 
coming more active,” com- 
mented Su Shanzhi, fonneriy a 
leading party theoretician who 
was dismissed last year as head of 
the prestigious Institute for Marx- 
ism, L e n ini sm ami .Mao Ibetung 
Thought. 

The katerrepreseinrsd a broad 
sp e ctiu m of intellectuals and wa* : 
a rare display of common action. 


Kberafism since 
writers like Xiao Qian wtib 
persecuted m tile 1950b *#3 j 
yearold-poet Bing Xh wW. 
forced labour in the 
volution of the 1960s. 

“It’s a break in the silence of 
mtellectuals,” cud Chen Jun, a 
signatory who read tbe letter to 
foreign reporters Thursday night 
in a private bar he runs in central 
Peking. 

The petition rays it was written 
in support.of Fang, who wrote a 
letter to senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping last month calling for 
,Wefs freedom. 

Wei was foe editor of an unoffi- 
cial pro-democracy magazine in 
Peking. Tried in October , 1979,* 
he was jailed for 15 years 1 for 
counler-revoliitioaaiy crimes and 
is believed by dissidents to be m a 
Peking prison " after spending 
several years in a labour camp in 
central China. ... j • 

Fang gdd he had received no 

letter said an -amnesty in 
1989 — die 40th anniversary of 
Communist China’s foandjogand 
the 70th anni ver sa ry -of the 1 
4th movement, ctf patriotic ft 
lectnals — would benefit Cbna’s 
. reforms and accord vrith. &i 
mg global respect for 
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Burmese town looks forward 


to 


trade 


i: aad 1 


- By-Tom Heneghsn . . . 

’ ..." Renter 

PAGAN.Burma — -The souvenir 
shop owner took tie. banknote in 
bis hands, held it upto the light 
and then kissed the grimy paper 
three times: 

“This is the first money Fve 
earned since August,” he- de- 
clared. “It*s like Fve opened up a 
new shop.” 

lust down Fagan’s main road, 
another shopkeeper excitedly 
dusted off lacquerware boxes, 
teak, elephants, -tin gongs and 
gems of questionable quality. 

. “You are a %pod omen f- first 
tourist for -six months,” he whis- 
pered. ‘We have been selling our 
gold to buy. food. Now business 
will be back soon. Buy some- 
thing, please.” 

Pagan, Burma's royal -capital 
between 1057 and 1287 bat now a 
dusty town surrounded by hun- 
dreds of crumbling Buddhist tem- 
ples and pagodas, still feels the 
effects of anti-government pro- 
tests that brought the country to a 
halt, last summer . 

Almost totally dependent on 
tourism, it suffered a body-blow 
wheo Rangoon decided in early 
Augast to stop afl visits because 
of violent clashes between troops 
and marchers. Diplomats said 
1,000 people were killed. 

Although there was no unrest 
in Pagan, hotels and guest houses 
in this sleepy town on the Irra- 
waddy River .in central Burma 
emptied. Nobody came to buy 
the town’s distinctive black lac- 
qoerwaie or enjoy its fish curries 
and mustard-leaf soup. 

Tout guides and drivers, accus- 
tomed to shuttling sightseers 
‘around the brick and stone ruins 
scattered over 40 sqnare 
kilometres, waited without work. 

' " Specks of gold 

Some of Pagan’s 5,000 resi- 
dents became so -desperate they 
dug bates in the fields and panned 
under die hot sun for specks of 


’ gold left over from its glittering, 
heyday. • - ‘ . 

A good day’s panning 
the temples, cactus trees 
thorn bushes-could yield up to a' 
dollar’s worth of gold Hecks 
washed off gflded stupas or left 

from gold-threaded cloth the 
Burmese royalty used to wear,' 
residents said. 

In normal times, they said, 
craft sellers amid make over $300 
a month. 

The army, which crashed the 
democracy* movement last 
September, began readmitting 

- foreign tourists in mid-December 
but the tight restrictions it im- 
posed hardly made the visit a 
leisurely -holiday.' 

The traiLblazmg group of West 
German tourists were free to 
roam around the deserted tem- 
ples and pagodas that, in English 
writer Somerset Maugham’s 
words, “Loom huge”. remote and 
mysterious, like foe vague recol- 
lections of a fantastic dream.” 

Followed, by plainclothes 
police and barred from leaving 
. their bus to shop, the tourists 
were the ones who seemed re- 
mote and mysterious to the few 
people who saw them. 
x ‘They looked like prisoners,” 
one resident commented^ 

Glancing repeatedly over his 
shoulder, a visitor to an »«n wa l 
temple fair said officials drove 
through the bamboo but town 
before the tourists' arrival with 
loudspeakers telling residents not 
to talk to the rare visitors. 

A group of 46 foreign corres- 

- pondeots brought from Bangkok 
an an unprecedented official tour 
in. mid-January also passed 
through the town almost un- 
noticed except at the riverside 
Thuipyitsaya hotel where they 
stayed. 

‘We want democracy’ 

- “I didn’t hear anything about 
them,” said one shop owner with 
a look of lost opportunity. 


Controls eased a. bit by late 
January, when some West Ger- 
man and American tourists were 
allowed to roam, the dusty main 
road and the narrow lanes of tile 
market set .up for an annual fair 
at tiie white- washed Ananda tem- 
ple in tiie centre of Pagan. 

But at least a dozen soldiers, 
barefoot out of respect for 
Buddhist tradition, patrolled the 
temple grounds as over 200 
monks and novices lined np for 
bowls of rice, bananas and other 
food donated by the faithful. 

Outside,* among the stalls sell- 
ing used spectacles, repaired 
umbrellas and oil cans cut out of 
beer tins, young boys struggled to 
practise their shaky English with 
phrases fike “hello. What is your 
name? We want Democracy.” 

Although more acute. Pagan’s 
problems mirror the difficulties 
the underdeveloped tourist indus- 
try in all of Burma had since 
August. 

January, usually the height of 
the season because of the mild 
weather, will see only 200 visitors 
coming to Burma this year in- 
stead of 4,675 in 1988, tourist 
officials said. 

Tourist Burma, which used to 
SB two Foklcer F-27 planes with 
tourists on the Rangoon-Pagan- 
Mandalay-Heho-Rangoon circuit 
every day, now has only three 
flights a week on that ran. 

To add to its problems, Burma 
Airways' safety record is so poor 
that several Western embassies 
urge their nationals not to tqke its 
flights. A Fokker F-27 crash in 
Rangoon Feb. 3, the fourth in 18 
months, killrd 26 passengers, all 
Burmese.- 

The bottom line is that the 
cash-strapped government, which 
lost all foreign aid after its bloody 
suppression of the Democracy 
movement, has forfeited most of 
the $4 miHion it would normally 
have earned daring .the winter 
season. 

To foreigners watching a gol- 



den sunset across the Irrawaddy 
from Pagan’s highest vantage 
point atop the steep Thatbyinnyu 
temple, ''the fewer tourists, the 
better,” may be a common reac- 
tion. 

The shopkeepers have been 
through though, and are 


eagerly awaiting the day the 
packed tour buses will return. 

Told more tourists should be 
coming now that the standard 
seven-day visas were available 
again, ail they ask is: “When? 
How many? Where are they 
now?" 


Life beyond the tobacco road 


Tobacco use in the developing world will drain people's 
health and government treasuries unless immediate and 
thoughtful measures are taken. The highhanded tactics of 
the tobacco companies are seen behind the rise in 
smoking- 


By Judith. M*ekay 

HON G KONG — Tobacco kflto ; 
approx im ately 2.5 million people 
each year. It is the largest single, 
preventable cause of death in the 
world today. But how many 
smokers would extinguish their 


cigarettes ip response to that sta- 
...tjstie? Few if any. "" 

Cancer, coronary heart dis- 
ease, peripheral vascular disease, 
chrome bronchitis, emphysema 
— the list of diseases brought on 
by tobacco is long. 

Contrary to popular opinion. 



the greatest number of deaths 
from tobacco occurs not in old 
age, but in tire prime of life. One 
quarter of smokers die pre- 
maturely. Thus tobacco- comes 
under a unique risk category — 
far ahead of other consumer 
goods such as alcohol, sugar, cars 
or motor bikes. While most other 
consumer goods are dangerous 
when abused or misused, tobacco 
is simply dangerous when used as 
intended by the manufacturer. 

The dangers of tobacco have 
long been accepted by all compe- 
tent scientists; the only challenge 
to this medical consensus comes 
from the tobacco industry. 

The major concern now is ab- 
out mounting tobacco use in de- 
veloping countries. While tobac- 
co markets are decreasing in the 
West at the rate of one per cent a 
year, smoking is increasing in 
developing countries at an aver- 
age of two per cent a year. For 
every smoker who quits in the 
United States or Europe, two 
people start smoking in a de- 
veloping country. 

Developing regions 

The number of cigarettes 
smoked had outstripped popula- 
tion growth in all developing re- 
gions. Why? Because, a group of 
World Health Organisation ex- 
perts commented recently, the 
transnational tobacco companies 
have launched “intensive and 
ruthless” promotional campaigns 
in these countries. The legislative 


controls and other measures — 
which in industrialised countries 
succeed in limiting the use of 
tobacco — either do not exist or 
are at best inadequate, the ex- 
perts found. 

The experts predicted that 
smoking diseases “wfl^apgear in 
developing countries before com- 
v muni cable diseases and malnutri- 
tion have been controlled, and 
thus the gap between rich and 
poor countries will widen 
further.” 

Up to now, more than 50 per 
cent of men but only five per cent 
of women smoke in developing 
countries compared to about 30 
per cent of both sexes in the 
industrialised world. The chal- 
lenge in the Third World, there- 
fore, is to maintain these low 
smoking rates among women 
while reducing the high smoking 
rates among men. 

Few countries can afford the 
costs of smoking, less so the 
developing countries. Tobacco 
consumption drains not only the 
individual smoker’s resources but 
also government funds. The be- 
nefits from transnational com- 
panies bringing their tobacco 
business to the Third World are 
questionable. 

“Tobacco economics is sham 
economics,” says Dr. Roberto 
Matironi, the coordinator of the 
WHO Programme on Tobacco or 
Health. The price that countries 
have to pay for tobacco use usual- 
ly far outweighs the ‘benefits’ of 
tax collected. The costs include 


medical and health costs; the 
expense of lost productivity; so- 
cial welfare costs resulting from 
premature death and disability; 
fire losses; the lost use of land 
that could have been used to 
. grow food. 

In Asia, most of the pr o fi t s 
'from the- tele of tobacco' by the 
transnational tobacco companies 
benefit neither the countries nor 
the people. Instead, the profits 
are returned to the boardrooms 
and shareholders of the industrial 
world. In Beijing recently, a 
senior health official likened this 
to “a new opium war.” 

Nowhere is the tobacco battle 
being fought more vigorously 
than in Asia. World Tobacco, the 
industry's journal, recently re- 
ported “bright future ... for Asia 
Pacific” and promised traders 
“growth potential” and “more 
smokers” with emphasis on the 
potential Chinese market. In the 
same edition, the tobacco indus- 
try confidently predicted: “Die 
most conservative estimation is 
that sales in Asia will increase by 
18 per cent by the year 2000.” 

The tobacco industry operates 
with a different standard in develop- 
ing countries. Cigarettes are sold in 
many countries without health 
warnings that would be compul- 
sory in their country of origin- 
The tar content of cigarettes sold 
in Asia is higher than in indus- 
trialised countries. Promotional 
campaigns have especially 
targeted women. 

— Academic File. 


The French Revolution reenacted step by step 

To relive a revolution 


By Patrick Olivier 

PARIS — Thanks to the very 
numerous programmes devoted, 
by television channels, to the 
French Revolution, on the occa- 
sion of its bicentenary, the 
French are going to be able to 
relive this capital event in their 
history, practically day by day. 

It is natural for the French 
Revolution to be of the greatest 
interest in France, as everyone is 
aware that France owes her pre- 
sent Democratic system (which is 
not so widespread in the world) 
to it. This system efficiently pro- 
tects people's fundamental rights, 
beginning with the right to free- 
dom, the freedom to come and 
go, the freedom of thought and of 
expression, and the freedom to 
choose their governors. France is, 
indeed, one of those countries 
where it was decided, once and 
for all, that the governors were at 
the service of the people and not 
the opposite. 

Birth of liberty 

This birth of liberty was diffi- 
cult and sometimes terrible. The 
French Revolution was the most 
eventful and the most fruitful 
period in French history, and 
television is getting ready to show 
all its aspects. Thrills are guaran- 
teed in a vast panorama. 

The greatest means have been 
brought together (the best au- 
thors, actors and directors have 
been working for months) and 
French viewers have already been 
able to watch the origins of the 
French Revolution on their 
screens with “1788”. In this film, 
the distress of the peasants com- 
pared to the privileged aristocrats 
was brought out. “Un Mededn 
des Lumieres”, for its part, 
showed the public of today the 
extreme misery of the people of 
the time, faced with the scourge 
of disease and epidemics. Medi- 
cine practically did not exist. This 
is a way of appreciating the prog- 
ress which has been made since 
then. 

Television is also going to show 
all the important personalities of 
that time, brought alive through 
the magic of pictures: Mirabeau 
with his bloated orator’s face and 
destructive eloquence, Louis XVI 
in “L’Ete de la Revolution” and 
touching Marie- Antoinette in the 
serial “La Comtesse de Charny.” 

Epics 

Vast, more didactic panoramas 
will develop all the phases of the 
Revolution: a big epic “Ponr que 
vive la Libeite” which will last 



Danton — a great personality of the French revolution 


four times 90 minutes has been 
prodaced by A2, with 30,000* 
extras, and 160 days of shooting 
under the direction of John Guii- 
lermin, the director of “The 
Towering Inferno.” A2 has gone 
all the way for the Revolution 
with five fiction films, six 
documentaries and a hundred 
hours of programmes. 

There will also be “LTiistoire 
de la Revolution Francaise” (six 
hours of viewing) and “Le Souffle 
de la Liberte.” 

The Revolution will sometimes 
be seen from unusual angles. 
“Les Nuits Revolutionnaires”, a 
serial with seven times 52 mi- 
nutes, brings the different view of 
an author from the 18th century, 
Restif de la Bretonne. It is a 
highly documented description of 
Paris life at the time. There is also 
“Un Citoyen sans Importance,” 
the story of a man who has to 
work in the prosecutions office 
and who attempts to save human 
lives. 

x There are also regional view s 
with “Les Chape lieres” (TFI) 
which takes place in Brittany, and 
female views with “Manon Ro- 
land, le sourire de la Revolu- 
tion”. 

The Revolution also means 
love and passion. And goodness 
knows passions were intensified 
at a time when, in the words of I a 
Fayette, “there was no knowing if 
one would be alive the next day.” 
On the passion side, viewers will 
be spoiled with “La Grande Cab- 
riole” (4 times a hundred mi- 
nutes) which recounts the tumul- 
tuous love affairs of four heroes 
caught up in the whirl wind. 
There will be less romance and. 
more “naughtiness” with “Les 
'Jupbns de la Revolution" which 
will describe the passionate or 
frivolous love-affairs of the great 
“Lovers” of the period: 
Mirabeau. Talleyrand, etc. 


With all these programmes, fic- 
tion, documentaries, films and 
serials, in which History will be 
examined from all angles, there 
will no longer be any need for 
children to go to school. Without 
being chided, they will be able to 
stay in front of the box which, in 
1989, will be particularly educa- 
tional. It is true that they are 
already learning the “Declaration 
of Human Rights” (their rights) 
by heart right from Nursery 
school. 

Day by day 

Television-viewers, for their 
part, will not remain inactive. 
They will be judges in the big 
court cases, presented live on 
televirion: Louis XVI, Danton, 
Robespierre will once again be 
tried by the French who will be 
called upon to vote for or against 
them. There is little chance that 
Robespierre, the advocate of the 
single party and of the ensuing 
‘Terror” would be acquitted. On 
the other hand, if Louis XVI, 
who was sentenced with a major- 
ity of one vote, is rehabilitated, it 
mil be necessary, very democrati- 
cally, to reinstate the Monarchy 
in France! 

Enthusiasts for the Revolution 
will have their money’s worth. A 
“Diary of the Revolution” is 
being planned. There will even be 
a programme “Day by day”, in 
which the Revolution nail be pre- 
sented in the form of a newsflash 
(135 times 1mm 30). 

Television-viewers suffering - 
from an overdose are recom- 
mended to fall back on “L’His- 
toire de la Revolution”: just one 
hour in ail! 

Many of these numerous prog- 
rammes will be seen abroad. Die 
French Revolution does not only 
.belong to the history of France. It 
belongs to the history of the 
world — French features. 



A scene from “La grande cabriole'” 
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A lhng Kong poster conveys the anti-smoking message in 
(^Bw faiser ipftM^- with a little help from the condemned 
commodity. - ■ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz 
In 

The World on the 
Wing of a Pigeon 

(Arabic) 

FBdDnfflca; W0, 6: 15, M0 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


T* tTSSfi 


THE 

PRINCIPAL 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 




ZAPPED! 


fete, fete. Ife30 










For aU youc 


Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs, Ctearance, 
Door4»door Service, 
Ticketing and - 
Reservation needs, 

m&i kawar & sons 


I Haarid Share! Sweet 



■i* p.o;.^%’7S06 ; 

Asnitpn. .Jordan 
6046M. M4696 



THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


T) 



TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 


SHHAISANI a*m»n 

ITEL 604671 




The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Gins School 

.Takeaway is available 

Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mrdnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Taka away available 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661S22 / 


/ CHEWS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



. CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
T*ke-a way service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



rm/i 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dally 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday hm hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520.- 











Economy 

Europe businessmen fear Rushdie 
affair will hinder trade with Iran 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH I, -UN 


LONDON (R) — The storm over S alm a n Rushdie’s 
“Satanic Verses” has raised questions over a scram- 
ble by European firms to do business with Iran 
almost before the ink is dry on their new. contracts. 

Ceasefire with Iraq last August 
appeared to signal a new era of 
trade. European companies had 
the expertise in key oil and power 
sectors. Iran had oil money and 
was contemplating large scale 
borrowing from Western banks. 


The European Community 
(EC), which has decided to with- 
draw heads of mission from 
Tehran in protest at Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini’s death sent- 
ence on the British author, has 
stopped droit of imposing formal 
trade sanctions against Iran. 

But a tough political line by 
Britain and West Germany is 
already threatening to stall trade 
fin ancing , needed if Iran is to 
rebuild after eight years of war 
with Iraq. 

“The European Community 
wants to make a political point to 
Tehran,” said Hans Heino 
Kopietz, political analyst at the 
International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London. 

“It does not want to jeopardise 
trade relations but the row may 
well hit trade financing,’’ he 
noted. 

Some European companies 
had carefully maintained contacts 
dating back more than 10 years to 
the shah of Iran's era. Others had 
painstakingly forged new ties 
with the revolutionary regime. 


The line between diplomatic 
and trade sanctions has become 
increasingly blurred since Mon- 
day and it is evident that some 
EC nations are pursuing a harder 

line than Others. 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe made dear last 
week he was sceptical about trade 
sanctions. But analysts say Bri- 
tain’s strong reaction to the Rush- 
die death threat means its 
businessmen can effectively put 
deals on hold. 

West Germany appears to be 
pursuing an even harder line. 

Bonn has refused to rule out 
trade sanctions and has sus- 
pended talks with Tehran on a 
three to five billion mark (S1.7 to 
S2.7 billion) credit line. Initial 
talks on larger guarantees on 


West German exports to Iran 
have been frozen. 

West German business, hoping 
for lucrative power generation 
projects, has protested and the 
conservative daily Die Welt said 
in an editorial: “The federal gov- 
ernment should not allow itself to 
be pushed into economic sanc- 
tions.” 

Frustration among business- 
men in West Germany and Bri- 
tain has grown as it becomes dear 
that some EC nations are reluc- 
tant to jeopardise their com- 
panies' business contracts. 

— Italy, Iran’s third largest 
trading partner, has been keen to 
ryuh in on reconstruction and. in 
January resolved a long-standing 
dispute over payment for port 
facilities at the Gulf of Bandar 
Abbas. 

Foreign Trade Minister Renato 
Ruggiero said then that I t ali a n, 
firms were negotiating deals 
worth around $3 billion and the 
two nations signed a trade pro- 
tocol. 

"The accords signed last month 
are valid and we plan on adhering 
to them,” a ministry spokesman 
said Friday. ' 

— In France, a finance ministry 
official said there were no plans 


Drug money bust casts Shadow 
over Los Angeles jewel market 


to slow improving commercial 
relations with Iran after diploma- 
tic ties were restored in June 
1988. 

Contracts on oil, cars and rail- 
way equipment were signed dur- 
ing a visit to Tehran earlier this 
month by Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas, the first by a French 
minister since the Islamic revolu- 
tion 10 years ago. 

— In Belgium, a group of 
chemical companies recently re- 
turned from Tehran convinced of 
the market's potential. 

Other Community cations 
have kept a low profile. 

Portugal, with a light arms in- 
dustry that supplied both Iran- 
and Iraq during the war, has 
refrained from making any public 
comment. 

Iran's need for foreign curren- 
cy to pay an annual import bQl of 
$4 to $5 billion for essential, 
non-military goods has led to a 
Burry of activity at European 
h anks which bad not lent it long- 
term Binds since the shah's fall. 

Officials from Iran’s banks bad 
considerable success in sounding 
out British, French and West 
German banks. But bankers say 
many potential credit tines are 
now on hold. 


Syria to raise 
oil production 
to 450,000 b/d 
by next year 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Syria 
is involved in oilfield develop- 
ment which could raise its total 
production to 450,000 barrels a 
day in 1990, an oil newsletter has 
reported. 

The respected Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) said 
that by next month, stepped-up 
production in new fields will 
bring Syrian production to 

355.000 barrels a day. 

Syrian production in 1988 was 

270.000 barrels a day. 

New fields being developed by 
the Firat Petroleum Co. and ex- 
pected to be operating in 1990 
could add 100,000 barrels a day to 
total production, the newsletter 
said. 

Egypt to cut 
oil exports 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt decided 
Tuesday to increase its crude 
oil-export prices for the first half 
of March by 15 cents a barrel for 
all grades, a senior oil ministry 
official said. 

Hammad Ayoub, the minis- 
try’s foreign sales director, said 
Egypt also has decided to de- 
crease oil exports by five per cent 
under an agreement by non- 
OPEC producers in a meeting in 
London on Feb. 21. 

He did not say exactly how 
much that would amount to, but 
the Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey (MEES), published in Nico- 
sia, reported Monday that 
Egypt's cut amounts to 24,000 
barrels a day. 

The new price for a barrel of 
Egypt’s top-grade Gulf of Suez 
blend is 514.90, for Belayim 
514.05, for Ras Badran $12.90 
and for Ras Ghareb 512.60. 


Greeks press demands 
amid piles of refuse 
and unburied dead 


ATHENS (R) — Greek unions 
vowed Tuesday to maintain 
strikes threatening to disrupt the 
tourist industry, with travellers to 
Greece facing cancelled flights 
and mountains of refuse on the 
streets when they finally arrive. 

Strikes by air traffic controllers 
and municipal garbage collectors, 
in support of pay rises above 
inflation, are part of a wave of 
recent stoppages affecting doc- 
tors, hospital staff, bank and rail- 
way employees, teachers and in- 
dustrial workers. 

The refuse is piling up in 
Athens and elsewhere, lining the 
.streets and the squares full of 
pavement cafes and blocking 
thoroughfares. Residents have to 
pick their way through rubbish to 
get into shops and apartment 
blocks. 

Special teams at the health and 
public order ministries met all 
day to seek ways of dealing with 
the growing health hazard and 
nuisance. 

Gravediggers have also gone 
on strike, causing delays of up to 
two days in burying the dead. 
Security personnel have been cal- 
led in to dig graves in some areas. 

Union leaders said Tuesday 
they would continue strikes until 
their demands were met. 

A spokesman for the Confed- 
eration of Greek Industry, which 
groups 70 labour federations, 
said: “We intend to press on until 
our goals are met.” 

Kostas Skouras, general secret- 
ary of the National Tourist Orga- 
nisation, said: “The good image 
of the city for residents and tour- 
ists alike is certainly being spoiled 
by the garbage.” 

Hotels and restaurants catering 
for tourists were tiying toease the 
discomfort of visitors, he said. 

Refuse collectors have pro- 
longed their week-old strike until 


TWO DELUXE FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 
SPORTS CITY 

A flat with American accommodation and fully electric 
equipment contains three bedrooms, two baths, salon, 
dining room, big kitchen, colour T.V., V.C.R. and tele- 
phone. 

We have also another flat with two bedrooms and have the 
same details above. 

Please call tel. no. (814536) after 1 p.m. 


Sunday, raising the possibility of 
the Socialist government calling 
in troops to near away the gar- 
bage, as it did in December 1986. 

Air traffic controllers stopped 
all flights on two evenings this 
week and intend to stage further 
stoppages. 

The Confederation of Greek 
Workers, which has two million 
members, plans to strike 
Thursday. 

“This mil be the largest strike 
in recent years and will certainly 
paralyse the whole country," a 
spokesman said. 

Other workers on strike or 
planning stoppages this week in- 
clude insurance company em- 
ployees, chemical indokzy work- 
ers, railway workers and universi- 
ty teachers. 

The unions want guaranteed 
pay rises above inflation, now 
running at 14 per cent, and the 
Confederation of Greek Workers 
has called for a 19.5 per cent 
increase. 

The Municipal Workers’ Fed- 
eration, which represents the gar- 
bage collectors and grave diggers, 
are pressing for a 15 per cent pay 
rise and full contracts for 4,000 
part-time workers. 

Economy Minister Panayiotis 
Roumeliotis wants wages to rise 
by no more than 17 per cent. 
Initial offers by public and private 
employers have been around nine 
per cent 

The unions have launched the 
full assault on Roumeliotis's in- 
comes policy in the apparent 
hope of gaining concessions from 
the government ahead of elec- 
tions in June. 

Several private economists 
have predicted that the party 
which wins the elections will have 
to impose an austerity program- 
me to deal with . inflation and a 
public sector deficit estimated at 
15 per cent of gross domestic 
product. 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 
NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENT 
PURCHASE OF 40 PHOSPHATE HOPPER 
WAGONS 

TENDER NO. 1/1989 

Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for supply and 
delivery of phosphate hopper wagons as per the fol- 
lowing: 

1 . Design, manufacture, testing and delivery of 40 hopper 
wagons and spares as described in the specifications 
and according to the general conditions mentioned in 
the tender documents. 

2. Tender documents can be purchased on payment of a 
non-refundable sum of JD 160; .from A.R.C. repre- 
sentative in our liaison office at Amman Station or from 
Ma'an offices of A.R.C. 

3. The last date for submission of offers is 12.00 O'clock 
Wednesday 3.5.1989. The tenders are required to be 
submitted in a large sealed envelope, on which shall 
be written clearly the name and the number of the 
tender, and which should contain two sealed en- 
velopes, one in respect of the technical offer and the 
other in respect of the financial offer. Sealed tenders 
are to be handed over to the Chief Clerk, A.R.C. head 
office at Ma’an. 

Mardi Qatamin 

Director General 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished . 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


U.S. reports 
higher inflation 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. in- 
flation was r unning faster than 
first thought in the final months 
of 1988 even though the economy 
was slowing down, the govern- 
ment said Tuesday. 

The Commerce Department 
said the implicit price deflator, a 
broad gauge of inflation that mea- 
sures price changes in total eco- 
nomic output, rose at a 5.3 per 
cent annual rate between Octo- 
ber and December and not by 4.7 
per cent as estimated a month 
ago. 

The' growth rate in the gross 
national product (GNP), the total 
output of goods and services, was 
2.0 per cent in the fourth quarter 
the same as estimated a month 
ago. 

The 5.3 per cent rise in the 
GNP deflator followed an in- 
crease of 4.7 per cent in the third 
quarter. 

An alternative inflation gauge, 
the GNP fixed weights price in- 
dex, rose at a 4.2 per cent rale 
between October and December, 
down from 5.3 per cent In the 
third quarter but up from the 
preliminary estimate of 4.0 per 
cent. 

The inflation figures under- 
scored the challenge facing 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, who 
has tightened credit aggressively 
in recent weeks in an attempt to 
put a lid on mounting price press- 
ures in the economy. 

Last Friday the Fed underlined 
its determination to curb inflation 
by raising its discount rale, the 
interest it charges on loans to 
commercial banks, from 6.5 per 
cent to 7.0 per cent, its highest in 
almost three years. 

In doing so, Greenspan ran the 
risk of upsetting President Bush 
who maintains that inflation is 
not a serious problem and that he 
is unhappy with rising interest 
rates. 

For all of 1988 the economy 
grew at a brisk 3.8 per cent rate 
after inflation compared with 3.4 
per cent in 1987. 

The 2.0 per cent fourth-quarter 
growth rate, lower than Wall 
Street forecasts of 2.5 per cent, 
was the slowest since the final 
quarter of 1986 when GNP rose 
by 1.4 per cent 

If the figures had not been 
affected by the early-summer 
drought, which led to losses in 
crop and livestock output, the 
growth rate last quarter would 
have been about 3.1 per cent. 

The increase underlined 
Greenspan's assessment last 
week that economic expansion, 
now in its seventh year which is a 
peacetime record, remains vigor- 
ous and unusually well-balanced. 

The figures were adjusted to 
remove the effects of inflation 
and seasonal factors. 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Complete (second) floor, deluxe furnished apartment, 
consisting of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 4 verandas, large 
kitchen, spacious salons, TV and video, telephone line, 
central heating. Location: Sweifieh. 

Pit. call tel; 817960. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 220. Model 1973. Yellow plate (temporary 
entry). In very good condition. Ideal for those entitled 
to yellow plate cars. 

Please call Tel. 663902/662818, Amman. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The Los 
Angeles jewellery market, a bust- 
ling district in the heart of the 
city, concealed the most exten- 
sive drug money laundering en- 
terprise ever uncovered in the 
United States, federal prosecu- 
tors say. 


The jewellery market, housed 
in a string of dingy btikJings, is 
the country's second largest with 
an estimated annual turnover of' 
SI billion. 

But authorities believe that 
some retail booths and wholesale 
offices were also busy helping 


Paris, Brussels compete to 
host commodity bodies 


LONDON (R) — France and 
Belgium have offered induce- 
ments to try to lure the interna- 
tional sugar and wheat organisa- 
tions away from London to set up 
their headquarters in Paris or 
Brussels. 

Jean Parrotte, bead of the In- 
ternational Wheat Council, said 
French and Belgian government 
officials had made attractive 
offers which would have to be 
looked at very carefully. 

lire wheat council, which 
groups 48 wheat producing and 
consuming nations, and the Inter- 
national Sugar Organisation, 
which has 56 member countries, 
are looking for a new headquar- 
ters when the lease on the premis- 
es they share in London funs out 
at the end of this year. 

Soaring commercial rents in 
London mean they could face a 
three-fold increase in rent feu* 


their building. 

The British government has so 
far refused to offer a subsidy so 
they will probably be forced to 
move after the end of 1S&9, offi- 
cials from the two organisations 
said. 

France is offering rent-free 
accommodation in Paris for five 
years, while Belgium is promising 
low, stable rent, with an element 
of subsidy. 

London is also host to interna- 
tional coffee and cocoa organisa- 
tions, which have just negotiated 
new leases on their joint head- 
quarters to March 1991. 

There is resistance to the wheat 
and sugar organisations leaving 
London while the cocoa and cof- 
fee organisations remain, because 
'some member countries, like 
Brazil and Cuba, have the same 
people covering all four, officials 
said. 


Air Afrique orders 
curbs on competitors 


ABIDJAN (R) — Africa’s multi- 
national airline. Air Afrique, has 
told its competitors to cut back 
flights and limit passenger loads, 
an Air Afrique spokesman has 
said. 

A letter containing the order 
has been sent to all competing 
airlines operating in West and 
Central Africa by the 10 govern- 
ments that jointly own Air Afri- 
que, the spokesman said. 

"The decision was taken at 
(Ivory Coast's inland capital) 
Yamoussoukro to reduce the 
□umber of flights by other com- 
panies." he added. 

Heads of state from Air Afri- 
que countries met in Yamous- 
soukro on Feb. 2 and approved a 
rescue plan for the beavfly-inde- 
bted carrier proposed by France's 
foreign aid agency director Yves 
Roland-Billecart. 


Airline sources said foreign 
companies had been given until 
November to reduce flights in 
and out of the region to one per 
week with no more than 100 
passengers. 

Companies in Ivory Coast that 
may have to cut flights to Europe 
to one 'from two include the 
Belgian airline Sabena, Spain's 
Iberia and Swissair. 

Ethiopian Airlines has been 
asked to reduce its flights out of 
Ivory Coast to three from five, 
the sources added. 

The Air Afrique spokesman 
said each shareholder govern- 
ment had issued the order in its 
own country. Air Afrique is own- 
ed by Ivory Coast, Benin, Burki- 
na Faso, Central African Repub- 
lic, Chad; Congo, Mauritania, 
Niger, Senegal and Togo. 


Wealth tax in Iran 
becomes controversy 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian propos- 
als for a one-off wealth tax on 
millionaires which could raise 514 
billion are in limbo after objec- 
tions by senior clergymen and 
lawyers, Tehran radio has re- 
ported. 

It said the Guardian Council, 
composed of 12 Muslim theolo- 
gians and lawyers who vet parlia- 
ment’s decisions, objected to the 
tax approved by parliament 
Wednesday. 

It did not spell out the objec- 
tions. 

The radio, monitored in Nico- 
sia, quoted Finance Minister 
Mohammad Javad Iravani as 
saying Iran expected to raise one 
trillion riyals (514 billion) from 
the "national cooperation tax for 
reconstruction.’’ 

He said the government was 
counting on the revenue for its 
budget in the next Iranian year 
beginning March 21. 

"If it does not materialise, the 
budget defidr will increase by the 
same amount," the radio quoted 
him as saying. 


Total government spending 
proposed for the next Iranian 
year is 3.856 trillion riyals (555 
billion). The budget bill, now in 
parliamentary committees, must 
be approved by March 21. 

Tehran’s Resalat Daily said last 
month budget deficit in the past 
several years had pushed the total 
internal debt to 10 trillion riyals 
(5140 billion). 

Iravani said the aim of the tax 
was to channel resources from 
unproductive holdings to indust- 
rial and agricultural investment. 

According to the bill passed in 
parliament, a progressive tax of 
up to 40 per cent would be 
imposed on anyone who with his 
dependents owned assets of more 
than 100 million riyals ($14 mil- 
lion) on Sept. 23 last year. 

Assets which would be assessed 
under the bill include pistachio 
and palm groves, fruit orchards 
and late-model cars. Cash hold- 
ings are exempted. 

Iravani said about five people 
in every 1,000 would be affected 
by the tax 


Report sees deteriorating 
conditions in Bangladesh 

the majority of the people in 
Bangladesh who are already quite 
poor, are likely to fall again this 
year,” the report said. 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh wfll 
be even poorer next year as 
economic growth slows due to 
flooding and a worsening trade 
balance, a World Bank report 
says. 

The confidential report said the 
economy, one of the ■ world's 
poorest, would grow only 1.2 per 
cent in the fiscal year 1988/89 
which started in July. 

The government expects more 
than two per cent growth. 

"The disruptions caused by the 
floods (in 1988) and cyclone, to a 
lesser extent, will seriously affect 
economic growth again this 
year," the bank said. 

"Although the government is 
making special efforts to assist 
the poor, the living standards of 


A finance ministry official com- 
mented the economy might not 
be "as bad as the World Bank is 
predicting. We expect it to re- 
bound, given a good natural and 
political climate.” 

Bangladesh's gross domestic 
product (GDP) measuring the 
total value of goods and services 
grew by two per eenr in 1987/88, 
according to government figures. 

Hie bank said food production 
would be three per cent below 
last year's level while jute, lives- 
tock, forestry and fisheries had 
also been affected by the floods. 


FOR RENT 


Semi-detached villa, three bedrooms, telephone 
installed, fully equipped kitchen, carpeted, and 
central heating. 

Location: Abdoun. 

For Information contact Tel. 634335, Amman. 


Larin American dmg"fcraffickere 
launder at least $1 billion in 
proceeds from cocaine sales. 

More than 20 employees of 
nine downtown jewellery 
bu s iness es were arrested at the 
market last week as federal 
agents concluded a year-long 
nationwide investigation. 

In all, 35 people — many of 
(hem Lebanese and Syrian 
nationals — were charged with 
conspiracy to sell and possess 
cocaine and to defraud the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service. They face 
sentences of 10 years to life in 
prison if convicted. 

What we have in essence is an 
organised crime case here,” assis- 
tant U.S. attorney Russell Hay- 
man said. "We have extended 
businesses using their power, re- 
sources and legitimacy to conceal 
very dangerous activities.” 

After a dozen years of rapid 
growth, the Los Angeles jewel- 
lery district is second only to New 
York in annual sales. But many 
merchants fear the drug money 
bust will hurt business. 

“It’s a disaster,” said one mer- 
chant. “Pfcople are not going to 
come downtown any more." 

Court papers depict a criminal 
enterprise as elaborate as many 
of the jewels sold in the market. 

tra^umid^onmted cash count- 
ing machines. 


Federal agents were ripped off 
to the enterprise early last year by 
an informant is New York and 
employees of Wells Fargo Bank 
in Los Angeles who told them 
that one film had deposited 525 
million in a three-month period. 

Investigators mounted a mas- 
are electronic surveillance opera’ 
tkm of the jewellery stores. A 
video tape shown at a bail hearing 
for one defendant showed her 
working on stacks of cash one 
metre high. 

According to the documents, 
two downtown businesses run by 
defendants Nazareth Arekraan 
and Wards Koyomejian were the 
tyndtpin of the enterprise. 

Drug traffickers allegedly ship- 
ped their proceeds to the two 
firms by armoured truck from 
Los Angeles, New York and 
Houston. Employees, often using 
the automated machines, would 
then count up and package the 
cash. 

‘‘They were counting money 
from dawn until dusk," Hayman 
said. 

After the funds were deposited 
in various Los Angeles banks, they 
were wired to accounts in New 
York, Panama City and Monte- 
video, Uruguay, and (hen deli- 
vered to international drug traf- 
fickers in Colombia, prosecutors 
£ay. 


Anglo-Dutch Unilever 
hikes ’88 profits by 10% 


LONDON (R) — Anglo-Dutch 
giant Unilever PLC-N.V. said 
Tuesday its pre-tax profits rose 10 
per cent in 1988 to £1.45 billion 
($2.52 billion). 

The group, whose products 
range from detergent? to frozen 
foods, is one of the world's top' 
consumer concerns. Its sales 
totalled £27. 12 billion (S29.79 bil- 
lion) in 1988 against £16.55 bil- 
lion ($28.80 billion) the year be- 
fore. 

“1988 was another year of sub- 
stantial progress throughout our 
business, reflecting our emphasis 
on profitable growth,” Unilever 
Chairman A fichael Angus said. 

Unilever said internal growth 
remained its priority, though it 


noted acquisitions during 1988 
totalled $630 million. 

A number of strategic areas 
bad been targetted for invest- 
ment. including the skin care and 
fragrances markets. 

Unilever earlier this month 
announced it was buying the 
Faberge and Elizabeth Arden 
businesses for $1.55 billion. 

The purchase from the Riklis 
Family Corp. of the United States 
would add Faberge, Brut. 
Aquanet, Elizabeth Arden and 
the prestigious Chloe and Lager- 
fel perfumes to Unilever's range 
of brands and would pit it against 
i’Oreal of France (or the number 
one position in the global person- 
al products market. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschemarfc 
Swiss franc 


Boy 

Sell 

French franc 

S6J? 

S7.2 



Japanese yen (for 100) 

4”.S 

426.8 

538.0 

542.0 

Dutch guilder 

:«j.4 

2*3.1 

933.7 

943.6 

Swedish crown 

SS.4 

86.2 

294.0 

297.0 

Italian lira (lor 100) 

J9.9 

40.3 

344.8 

348.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

14H.2 

141 6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday cm 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.7392/7402 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1995/2005 

Canadian dollar 

1.8295/8302 

Deutsdaemarks 

2.0655/65 

Dutch guilders 

1.5600/10 

Swiss francs 

38.36/39 

Belgian francs 

6.2240/90 

French francs 

1349/1350 

Ittalran lire 

12730/40 

Japanese yen 

63975/3025 

Swedish crowns 

6.7050/7100 

Norwegian crowns 

7.1275/1325 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 386.50/387.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Brisk trading in resources stocks underpinned a 
revival on the Australian share market as the weaker local 
currency encouraged offshore investors. The A U- Ordinaries 
Index rose 13.0 to 1,483.4. 

TOKYO • — Share prices fell sharply in late trade, with the main 
Nikkei Index posting its biggest drop this year, to end below 
32.000 for the first time since last Tuesday. It fell 300.17 to 
31,985.60. 

HONG KONG — Prices tested lows in lively trade with sentiment 
fragile on fears of interest rate rises and overseas market 
performance. The Hang Seng was down 50.50 at 3,012.68- 

SINGAPORE — Nervousness over interest rate increases and the 
poor performance of major overseas bourses sparked stoploss 
selling, pushing prices sharply lower. 

BOMBAY — Share prices attracted scattered profit-taking in 
volatile pre-budget trading as investors preferred to limit their 
positions, brokets said. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended a moderate broadly firmer as the 
market’s worries about higher domestic interest rates recorded. 
The Dax Index dosed at 1,288.66, 11.86 points up from Monday's 
close. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed firmer across the board as fresh 
demand at Monday's sharply lower levels drove up prices. The 
All-Share Swiss . Index added 6.6 points to 955.6. 

PARIS — Shares ended at day's highs in moderate trading, 
buoyed by shortcovering on blue chips but with activity centred 
on Cie du Midi and BSN. The 50-share indicator ended 2,35 per 
cent up. 

LONDON — Shares were mixed in quiet afternoon business with 
sentiment overshadowed by Wednes day's U.K. January balance 
of payments data.- By 1548 GMT the FTSE 100 was up 1.7 prints 
at 1,998.4. 

NEW YORK — Stodcs were higher with gains centred in the blue 
chips but were no longer rising in late morning. Treasuries were 
firmer in quiet trading. The Dow was ahead six at 2257. and 
steady. • - - - • . 
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NBA Roundup 


NEW YORK CAP). --' Here’S a 
roundup of National Basketball 
Association games ; Monday 
night: \ 


Jazz 109, Nets 96 
EAST RUTHERFORD. New 
Jersey — Kari Malone responded 
to his worst game of the season 
with 31 points and John Stockton 
added 25 points and 15 assists as 
the Utah Jazz snapped a four- 
game road losing streak with a 
109-96 victory over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Utah's defensive effort came the 
night after the NBA’s best de- 
fence gave up 128 points in a 
39ipoj'nt ’ loss to Indiana, with 
Malone scoring a season-low 14 
points. 

Hawks 105, Maverick s 83 

ATLANTA — Moses Malone 
scored eight points and Domini- 
que Wilkins six during a decisive 
23-11 run in the second quarter, 
and Atlanta went on to defeat the 
Dallas Mavericks 1 OS-83, the 
Hawks' seventh victory in eight 
games. 

Wilkins led the scoring with 20 
points and Malone added IK for 
the Hawks. 

Bucks 105, Spurs 96 

MILWAUKEE — Ricky 
Pierce "scored 1] fourth-quarter 
points as the Milwaukee Bucks 
"-squandered a 24-point lead and 
then rallied with two 70-0 runs to 
beat San Antonio 105-96,- sending 
the Spurs to a dub-record 11th 
straight loss. 

Sah Antonio trailed 7046 with 
9:44 to go in the third quarter, 
but behind the play _of guard 
Michael Anderson,, the Spurs 


outscored the Bucks 34-10 ro tie. 
the game at 80-80 with 9:53 re- 
' main mg. 

Bullets 104, Rockets 98 

. HOUSTON — Bernard King, 
scored 34 points * including eight 
straight in a 17-4 Washington run 
late in the game, lifting the Bul- 
lets past Houston 104-98, (he 
Rocket?s fifth consecutive loss. 

Playing in place of the injured 
Jeff. Malone. Rookie Ledeil 
Eackles added 25 points, includ- 
ing 11 in the fourth period, to 
help the Bullets to their fourth 
win in their last five games. 

Warriors 141, Nuggets 132 

OAKLAND. California — 
Chris Mullih led seven Golden 
State players in double figures 
with 30 points and the Warriors 
raced to their 11th straight home 
victory with a 141-132 decision 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

The Warriors led by 23 points 
with 23 seconds left in the third 
quarter, but Denver rallied be- 
hind the scoring of Alex English 
to close the gap to 129-128 on a 
pair of free th.rows by Dan 
Schayes with 3:06 remaining. 

Sonics 116, Kings 107 

SACRAMENTO, California 
— Derrick McKey and Dale Ellis 
each scored 27 points, leading the 
Seartle Supersonics to a 116-107 
victory over the Sacramento 
Kings. 

Former Boston Celtics Danny 
Ainge scored 22 points and Brad 
Lohaus 12 in their first game for 
the Kings since they were traded 
to Sapramento Thursday in ex- 
change for Joe Kleine and Ed 
Pinckney. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND. OMAR SHARIF 

Ome Trioum Madia Bwvicw, Inc. 


THANKS FOR THE HELP 


. North -South vulnerable. Sooth 
..deals. 

NORTH 
* 6 

" 9 K72 

0 K 10 9 7 3 2 
* A J 4 

WEST EAST 

4 K Q J 3 487542 

9 J 10 5 9 Q 8 6 4 

0.8 5 O.Q 

-A.Q..S-7 .6 9 3 

SOUTH 

4 A 10? < 

9 A»3 
0 A J 64 
4 10 5 2 
The bidding: 

South W esc North East 

1 0 Peas 3 0 Pan 

3 NT Pan 5 0 Paw 

Pass Pan 

" Opening lead: King of 4 
Position at the table can be a 
crucial factor. Whether yon are first 
or second to play ro a trick will often 
determine how many tricks you can 
take from a given combination of 
cards. 

We are not enamored of North's 
decision to remove three no trump 
to five diamonds, despite bis unbal- 
anced hand. His six-card diamond 
suit was a source of tricks at no 


tramp, and the 11-trick contract 
would have failed but for skfllful 
play by his partner. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
hand. If he picked up the tramps 
without loss, declarer’s only prob- 
lem was to avoid losing two dub 
tricks in addit i on to the heart. If he 
broached the suit, he could accom- 
plish that only by finding a rather 
fortuitous Ue-of thecards and guess- - 
■ ing the position. But there was -a- 
sure- trick line. .... 

Declarer raffed a spade and drew 
tramps in two rounds. After raffing 
his remaining spade, he cashed the 
ace and king of hearts before sur- 
renderi&g the lead with a third 
round of hearts. 

It made no difference to declarer 
which defender won the heart trick. 
With the major suits stripped from 
his band and dummy, whichever de- 
fender gained the lead could not 
play one of those suits without 
yielding the game-going trick via a 
raff-duff. Yet, when either defend- 
er broached the dub suit, declarer 
was guaranteed two tricks, because 
he possessed the ten. Bed would be 
for West u> win the heart and shift 
to; a dub, but-dedarer hat only to 
play low bom- dummy to oodplay 
East when he wins the dnb. Try it 



“Stanley’s snoring is getting 
worse. Last night he inhaled 
; his own leg. 1 ' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to forni 
four ordinary words. 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


English clubs seek readmission 

BERN, Switzerland (AP) — England's Football Association has 
applied for re-admission of its clubs to European soccer tourna- 
ments next season, a UEFA spokesman said Tuesday. The 
spokesman for European soccer's governing body said the F.A.'s 
new bid will be considered at a meeting by UEFA's policy-setting 
executive committee April 11 to 12 on the Portuguese island 
Madeira. UEFA spokesman Rudolph Rothenbuehler said the 
F.A.'s letter was received Monday at the Union of European 
Football Associations headquarters in the Swiss capital. 

Big bonuses for London marathon 

LONDON (R) — World champion Douglas Wakiihuri and 
double world cup winner Ahmed Salah lead a star-studded parade 
in the London marathon in April, with the added incentive of a 
$100,000 bonus. The organisers said Monday any man who beat 
two hours six minutes and any woman who beat two hours 20 
minutes — both times well within the world best marks — would 
receive a bonus of Si 00.000. Kenya's Wakiihuri and Djibouti's 
Salah took the silver and bronze medals in last year's Seoul 
Olympics. Former world champion Rob De Castella of Australia. 
1980 Olympic silver medallist Wodajo Buiti of Ethiopia and 
defending champion Henryk Jorgensen of Denmark are also in 
the line-up for the London race on April 22. 

Johnson’s doctor promises to testify 

TORONTO (AP) — Sprinter Ben Johnson's doctor has promised 
to testify at the Canadian federal inquiry into drug use among 
amateur athletes when the probe resumes Tuesday. The govern- 
ment launched the inquiry after Johnson was stripped of a gold 
medal at the 1988 summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea, after 
he tested positive for steroids use. Dr. Jamie Astaphan has 
provided written assurance he will come to Toronto to give his 
version of the events that led to Johnson being stripped of his gold 
medal, the supreme court of Ontario was told Monday ‘.‘He'll be 
here," Astaphan's lawyer David Sookram told reporters after- 
wards. “He's not running from anybody.” 

Slaney resumes workouts 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — Coach Bill Dellinger says distance 
Funner Mary Slaney was resumed workouts after missing two 
Weeks of training with a sore Achilles' tendon. Slaney, 30, ran a 
strong race in finishing second to Olympic 1,500-metre champion 
Paula Ivan of Rumania in the mile at the Millrose games on Feb. 3 
in New York. The day after the Millrose race, however, Slaney 
felt soreness in her Achilles' tendon, said Dellinger, the Universi- 
ty of Oregon track coach who has been working with Slaney, a 
two-time Olympian, since November. “It never responded to 
rest, so she came home and has been getting treatments and 
limiting her workouts to water,” Dellinger said. We decided to 
forget about the rest of the indoor season, because outdoor is 
more important, and she has a long season ahead of her. “I think 
she's OK now.” Dellinger said. “She’s running without pain, so 
she’s resumer her workouts.” 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH I, 2569 


S HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Rtghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
the question arises. "Should I, or 
shouldn't 2," the answer today is: 
Step with beelei end avoid starting 
new activities. It would be advut- 
.tsgeqns to review -the. past and to 
analyze the futon. ... 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to' Apr. 191 An 
e srd t in g person may cross your 
path. Yon welcome new romantic 
interests. Be your most glamorous 
Bdf with a ppro pri ate attire. 


TAURUS (Apr. 29 to May 20) 
Current fina nc ial patterns ora large- 
ly unpredictabto. Someone is unwfll- 
ing to accept your position. Tell 
them to take a hike. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) It 
is a good time to seek basic answers 

to financial questions. It may be 
nearly impossible to ovoid on emo- . 
tionu flareup with someone doee. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JaLZl) Your lovoKfa blossoms. New 
ideas come for a creative project 
You ora popular socially. A loved 
one may push for more space. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aqg. 21) You may 
be able to deal with problems that 
have been bogging yon. Reconafafar 
the probability of being able to keep 

p mfn inBi i lenrin 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to' Sept. 22) 

Ffmmrtnl h yyiliw n a f j fy in h ito jr pU T 

current business interest. Lade of 
interest at borne can lead you on a 
collision co u rse. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to O*. 22) You 
finds way to solve a romantic prob- 
lem. M™* situations are annoying 


in the morning, but are solved by 
evening. Make a social rendezvous. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 28 to Nov. 21) 
Your tight sc h ed u le will strangle 
personal relationships if not cut 
back- En thu si as m over a playmate 
cools down. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A negative mood can have an ef- 
fect on others who may withdraw. 
Bnsineaa interests achieve the right 
mix of effort and creativity. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A stubborn friend may threaten to 
withdraw his interest. Diversity of- 
fers o ppo rt uni ties to expand your 
social life. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feh. 19) 
Re-think your position before you 
abandon a self-improvement pro- 
ject You may be forced to cut back 
on social events. 

PISCES (Feh. 29 to Mar. 20) 
Boost your energy and raise effi- 
ciency standards oy adding suffi- 
cient rest to your daily routine. 
Shortcuts will not save time. 

If Your Child Is Bom Today 

He or she will be a lover of words 
and Kteratore. with a fftrid imagina- 
tion that can create and invent 
Schedules and routines win be hard 
for your son ar daughter, who wffl 
prefer his or her own way. Your 
child wfil have tbs wisdom to 
understand other people. 

“The Stars impel; they do not 
compel. " What you make of your 
life is largely uo to vnul 


PS V and 
Real Madrid 
in European 
showdown 

EINDHOVEN. Netherlands (R) 
— Bent on revenge and buoyed 
by a recent goal glut. Real Mad- 
rid meet infury-hit holders PSV 
Eindhoven in the top European 
cup soccer match Wednesday. 

The first leg of the quarter-final 
gives the Spaniards a chance to 
make up for last year when PSV 
scraped through the semifinals on 
the away goal rule after drawing 
1-1 in Madrid and 0-0 at home. 

“Last year is a lesson for us,” 
said Real's Dutch coach Leo 
Beenhakker. “We are not going 
there to draw and we are not 
going to be overawed by the 
atmosphere.” 

Real 3re in splendid form. 
They lead the Spanish first divi- 
sion by three points with a game 
in hand and have scored 21 goals 
in their last five matches. 

They will be without the in- 
jured— Jose Solan a and Miguel 
Chendo. but fellow defender 
Miguel Tendillo plays, despite 
four stitches in his ear after a 
collecting a knock in league ac- 
tion at the weekend. 

PSV top the Dutch League 
again, but they have not been as 
totally dominant this season. 

In addition, they suffered a 
blow to morale earlier this month 
when Belgium's Mechelen beat 
them 3-1 on aggregate in the 
European Super Cup. 

Without four key defenders, 
PSV go boldly into Wednesday’s 
clash with the accent on attack. 

Brazilian striker Romano and 
Libero Ronald Koeman, in his 
last season with PSV before join- 
ing Barcelona, carry a large 
burden. 

“To play defensive is not good 
for us and it's not a good way 
against Real Madrid," said assis- 
tant trainer Hans Dorjee. 

With Dutch national goalkeep- 
er Hans Van Breukelen, Danish 
central defender Ivan Nielsen and 
defender Adick Koot out with 
injury, PSV may struggle. 

To add to the problems, 
Czechoslovak defender Jozef 
Chovanec is unavailable after 
playing in the competition for 
Spam Prague earlier in the 
season. 

Striker Wim Kieft is also in- 
jured, but captain Erik Gerets, 
midfielders Soren Lcrby and Ber- 
ry Van Aerie may all return after ! 
being sidelined. 

Dorjee, hoping for a boost' 
from , the home crowd, said: 
“Everyone is very motivated for I 
this match. There will be 28,000 
fans here. They're the 12th player ' 
for our team.” 

PSV (from): Patrick Lode- 
wijks, Erik Gerets, Frank Ber- 
ghuis, Gerald Vanenburg, Soren 
Lcrby, John Veldman, Bezry Van 
Aerie, Edward Linskens, Jan 
Heintze, Ronald Koeman, Wim 
Kieft, Anton Janssen, Romario, 
Hans Gfllhaiis, Jules EUennan. 

Real Madrid (probable): Fran- 
cisco Buyo, Miguel Tendillo, 
Ricardo G allego, Manuel San- 
dhis, Esteban Gutierrez, Michel 
Gonzalez, Bemd Schuster, Mar- 
tin Vazquez, Rafael Gordfllo, 
Hugo Sanchez, Emilio Butra- 
gueno. 


Duran looks for Leonard 


NEW YORK (AP) — Roberto 
Duran celebrated his fourth box-* 
ing championship Monday with 
news that he will have a chance at 
a fifth — a date this fall with the 
winner of the June 12 World 
Boxing Council super mid- 
dleweight title fight between 
Sugar Ray Leonard and Thomas 
Hearns. 

Guess who Duran is rooting 
for? 

•‘I want Leonard," said 
Duran, who beat Iran Barkley 
Friday night for the WBC mid- 
dleweight title. "A Hearns fight 
doesn't mean anything for me.” 

Duran, however, means plenty 
for promoter Bob Arum, who 
gambled that the 37-year-old 
fighter was not finished and 
whose faith was rewarded with a 
win by one of boxing's marquee 
names and the promise of 
another big money bout as a 
result. 

Shortly after Duran had cap- 
tured his 12-round split decision 
over Barkley, Arum was no the 
phone with representatives of 
both Leonard and Hearns, setting 
up a fall fight for the winner 


against his man. 

Duran will watch the Hearns- 
Leonard fight as an analyst for 
the closed-circuit Spanish televi- 
sion broadcast. And he will root 
for Leonard.and another chance 
to fight Sugar Ray. 

“We are 1-1,” Duran said. “It 
would be a rubber match. I want 
to see who is the best.” 

And a Leonard fight would 
offer Duran a chance for revenge. 
His career still carries the stain of 
the 1980 nigh: in New Orleans 
when he quit against Sugar Ray, 
saying, “no mas,” and returning 
to Leonard the welterweight title 
he had taken from him five 
months before. 

“'No mas' doesn't bother me,” 
Duran said. “I have won two 
championships since then. I beat 
Davey Moore for a cham- 
pionship. And I beat Barkley for 
a championship. People should 
respect that. I have erased ‘no 
mas’.” 

Again, Duran was asked if he 
does not think about that in- 
famous fight now, why be would 
prefer Leonard to Hearns, 
who knocked him out in two 


rounds in their previous meeting 
in 1984. 

“When I lost to Leonard, I fell 
he should have given me a re- 
match,” Duran said. “He never 
did.” 

Leonard then is the last obsta- 
cle for the man once renowned 
for “Los Manos de Piedra,” or 
“hands of stone.” Duran said he 
used his head as much as his 
hands in beating Barkley for the 
WBC middleweight title. 

“It was one of the best fights I 
ever had,” he said. “I beat him 
because I was smarter than him. I 
saw that in the very beginning. 
You have to be smart in the ring 
to be a champion. It has always 
been that way.” 

Duran, whose professional 
career began in 1967, was asked if 
the quality of boxers had deterio- 
rated and if he thought that might 
be why he has been able to fight 
for so long. 

‘Twenty years ago, the fighters 
were better than the fighters of 
today,” he said. 

Then be smiled. 

“That’s because the fighters of 
20 years ago included me.” 


Martina vies with ‘Billy Jean’ 


OAKLAND (R) — Martina Nav- 
ratilova has set aside her quest to 
regain the world number one 
ranking, but the eight-time 
Wimbledon champion is certain 
she can break Steffi Grafs cur- 
rent strangle-hold on Grand Slam 
titles. 

“Getting the number one rank- 
ing back is not my main goal,” 
the world number two said during 
last week’s tournament here. “I 
would like to be there, but right 
now I am concentrating more on 
improving my game,” she said. 

Navratilova, who lost the num- 
ber one r anking to Graf in Au- 
gust, 1987, has not won a Grand 
Slam singles title since the U.S. 
Open that year. Since then, the 


West German sensation has mm 
five consecutive Grand Slam ti- 
tles. 

But Navratilova is sure she still 
has wbat it takes to win the big 
tournaments. 

“If I thought I couldn’t win 
another Grand Slam tournament, 
I’d bag it right now. But I don’t 
think I've found my best game 
yet. More than anything, that is 
my goal now,” she said. 

This year so far has been less 
than sensational for the 32-year- 
old Czechoslovak-horn 

After winning her first tourna- 
ment in Sydney, Australia, she 
was beaten in the quarter-finals 
of the Australian Open in Janu- 
ary by Helena Snkova of 


Czechoslovakia. 

“Looking back, maybe I 
shouldn't have gone to Austra- 
lia,” Navratilova said. “I wasn't 
totally ready. There isn’t enough 
off-season between the cham- 
pionships (in November) and the 
first Grand Slam event and that, 
definitely hurt me,” she said. 

Last week Navratilova suffered 
another set-back when she was 
baten by Larisa Savchenko of the 
Soviet Union in the semifinals of 
a California tournament she had 
won four times in the past. 

“In January, she (Savchenko) 
lost to a girl ranked number 200, 
then she comes here and beats me 
Uke a dram,” a surprised Navrati- 
lova said after that upset. 


Cheever dreams of first 
F-l win on his home track 


SESTRIERE, Italy (AP) — 
Eddie Cheever, the only Amer- 
ican driving in Formula One, 
dreams of ms first career victory 
in the right place for a memorable 
celebration — his native town of 
Phoenix, Arizona, which is orga- 
nising its first-ever Grand nix 
race on June 4. 

“Raring at home will produce a 
mixture of negative ana positive 
feelings. I’m already being a lot 
of pressure. But it would be great 
winning there,” said Cheever, 29, 
who has competed in 118 Grand 
Prix competitions. 

Cheever, whose American 
father runs health and fitness 
centres in Rome, was bom in 
Phoenix but has Kved in Italy 
several months a year for more 
than 20 years. 

“I have taken the best of two 
worlds,” says Cheever who will 
be driving for the British-based 
Arrows team for the third con- 
secutive season in this year's 
world F-l championship. 

Cheever's car will be powered 
by a U.S.-made Ford Cosworth 
engine. Arrows, which used a 
turbo-mega tron last season. 


switched to Ford. All F-l teams 
have had to resort to normally- 
aspirated motors this year follow- 
ing the phase-out of turbocharged 
engines. 

“It’s a new year for everybody 
and it could be a good year for 
me. It all depends on which shoes* 
they give me to run in,” Cheever 
said at a pre-season get-together 
of F-l drivers in the Alpine resort 
of Sestriere. 

Cheever placed fourth in a 
giant slalom race for pilots which 
was won by Italy’s Riccardo Pat-, 
rese and showed a good techni- 
que in indoor soccer. He helped 
an Italian team to down, 7-5, a 
squad of French drivers led by 
former world champion Alain 
Prost. 

The American noted that the 
overwhelming supremacy of the 
Japanese-made Honda engines 
has produced a streak of dull, 
one-sided races in the last three 
years. 

“There should be more excite- 
ment for fans and drivers this 
year, with all cars theoretically 
starting at the same level. I sus- 
pect however that the aspirated 


engines of Honda will still have 
something extra... Honda has 
made all the right choices to 
dominate F-l. It has the best 
technology, the best team and the 
best drivers.” 

The McLaren cars, powered by 
turbocharged Honda engines, 
dominated the 1988 constructors 
championship and its drivers, 
Ayrton Senna of Brazil and 
Prost, won all championship 
races except one — the Italian 
GP in Monza in which two Fer- 
rari cars finished 1-2 and Cheever 
placed third. 

It was the only finish among 
the top-three for Cheever in 
1988. The best performance ever 
in his F-l career, which began in 
1978, was a second place in the 
1982 Grand Prix USA. East in 
■ Detroit. 

Senna, the defending world 
champion, and Prost will again 
drive for McLaren-Honda this 
year. Cheever said he would bet 
on Prost for the 1989 world tide 
“although Senna will be hard to 
beat, being one of the drivers 
who dedicates most to raring.”. 
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20 Fitting 
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43 Bus 

44 News bit 
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60 Cactus type 
51 Aft plant 
62 EAan or 


66 Vincent Van 


62 Ethan or 57 Mnallm lord 
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steps 80 Zola novel 
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The United Airlines Jumbo jet rests on a runway at Honolulu airport after it lost a cargo flight Friday. 

Midair blast 747 had 
power-snagged door 


HONOLULU CR) — The Boeing 
747 cargo door that blew open 
over the Pacific, sucking nine 
people* to their deaths, had an 
electrical fault in December and 
trouble with a door seal in Janu- 
ary, federal investigators said. 

The nine were among 354 peo- 
ple aboard United Airlines Flight 
811 when the hole opened up in 
the passenger cabin 6,700 metres 
above the Pacific Ocean last Fri- 
day. The jetliner, on a flight to 
New Zealand, returned to Hon- 
olulu. 

National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) investigator Lee 
Dickinson told a news conference 
Monday night that the 19-year-old 
jumbo jet's maintenance records 
had revealed the two previous 
faults with the forward cargo 
door. 

Dickinson would not elaborate 
on the significance of the finding 
but federal investigators said Sun- 
day they were looking at the 
possibility the right forward car- 
go-hold door opened in flight, 
ripping out a section of the 
fuselage. 

In Sydney, a United Airlines 
747 bound for Honolulu was de- 
layed for 18 hours over Monday 
night with cargo door problems. 


Sean McNamara said inspectors 
in Sydney Had found a faulty pin 
in a rear cargo door of the 747- 
. 100 jet, the same class as the one 
in Friday's incident. 

The Boeing company, mean- 
while. has advised airlines to test 
.the locking system on all 747 
cargo doors, a spokesman for the 
aircraft builder in Seattle said 
Monday. David Jimenez said the 
advisory “was nothing more than 
a prudent action.” 

The New York Times reported 
that the U.S. airline industry 
would issue a report Tuesday 










Investigators pore over the wreckage as United Airlines employees 
unload baggage from the Boeing 747 jet. 


calling for the most sweeping 
repair programme on ageing air- 
liners in commercial aviation, in- 
volving as many as 1,000 com- 
mercial jets and costing hundreds 
of millions of dollars. 

The Air Transport Association 
has been working since last sum- 
mer on the report to the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA). 


Bush passes Asia test 
with flying colours 


TOKYO (AP) — With few ex- 
ceptions, officials and newspap- 
ers in the Far East rated U.S. 
President George Bush's fast- 
paced visit to the region a success 
in showing the importance his 
new administration puts on rela- 
tions with Asian countries. 

Bush returned to Washington 
Monday night after a five-day 
swing to Japan. China and South 
Korea, his first overseas trip as 
president. 

Commentators in Asia re- 
marked that it was the first time a 
new president has visited Asia 
before Europe, and said the trip 
was extraordinary in coming so 
early in Bush’s tenure. 

The official Xinhua news agen- 
cy in China called it an “unusual 
diplomatic initiative” and said, 
“China looms large in Bush’s 
foreign policy. Over the years, he 
has attached importance to Chi- 
na's role in world affairs and 
cared for the expansion of U.S.- 
China relations.” 

In Tftkyo. Bush met leaders of 
21 ) foreign countries in the swirl of 
“funeral diplomacy” among dig- 
nitaries paying respects to the 
later Emperor Hirohito. 

His stop in Seoul let him reas- 
sert the U.S. determination to 
maintain its troop strength in 


South Korea and support for 
democratic reforms. And in Pek- 
ing Jais presence lent a counterba- 
lance to the warming of Sino- 
Soviet relations. 

"His visit... clearly indicates 
the importance the Bush adminis- 
tration attaches to Asia,” the 
liberal-leaning Japanese daily 
Asahi Shim bun said in an edito- 
rial. 

Bush’s talks covered hot spots 
like the Korean peninsula and 
Kampuchea as well as the softer 
issues of trade imbalances and 
human rights, with a notable flap 
in Peking when Chinese police 
prevented dissident Fang Uzhi 
from attending a banquet to 
which Bush had invited him. 

The Chinese, while saying 
Bush's visit would enhance Sino- 
U.S. friendship, were angry at 
what they saw as U.S. interfer- 
ence in their affair. 

Communist Party Secretary 
General Zhao Ziyang said, “The 
fact that some Americans support 
those Chinese who are not satis- 
fied with the Chinese government 
will be detrimental not only to 
China's political stability and the 
progress of its reforms but also to 
the Sino-U.S. friendship.” 

The conservative Hong Kong 
daily, South China Morning Post, 


EC backs Central American 
peace plan, pledges more aid 


SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras (R) — European 
Community (EC) ministers meeting with their Cen- 
tral American counterparts have backed a regional 
peace plan and said the EC intends to increase aid to 
the five governments. 


Spanish Foreign -Minister Fran- 
cisco Fernandez said at the start 
of the two-day meeting Monday 
there would be “substantial prog- 
ress in the aid of the 12 (EC 
states) to this region” if economic 
forecasts hold true. 

Fernandez, spokesman for the 
EC Council of Ministers, also 
spoke out in support of the plan 
to end civil wars in Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and Guatemala, but 
said: “It is not enough to arrive 
at accords, it is necessary to 
comply with them.” 

A draft final declaration sup- 
ports an accord in El Salvador 
this month by Central American 
presidents, who agreed to draw 
up a plan by mid-May to disband 
the U.S.-backed rebel army 
camped in Honduras in rertum for 
democratic reforms in Nicaragua. 

The document says EC aid will 
be given “without exclusions” to 
help economic development in all 


five nations. 

The add pledge was criticised by 
the contras, who have been fight- 
ing a U.S.-backed war against the 
leftist Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua. 

Wilfred Montalvan, one of 
seven contra rebel leaders, ar- 
rived Monday to urge the EC to 
withhold aid to Nicaragua until 
Managua kept promises of demo- 
cracy. 

Otherwise, he said, the Sandi- 
nktas would “consolidate a tota- 
litarian regime, violating human 
rights and damaging to legitimate 
interests... of neighbouring coun- 
tries,” he told Reuters. 

U.S. sceptical 

U.S- Vice President Dan 
Quayle said in Washington at the 
weekend be believed Nicaragua 
would violate the El Salvador 
accord. 

Quayle said the Nicaraguan 


govertHnent was Marxitt-Lenmist 
and did not intend to surrender 
power despite President Daniel 
Orgeta's promises, made at the 
El Salvador summit, of democra- 
cy and free elections by Feb. 25, 
1990. 

Honduran President Jose 
Azcona said in an opening 
address there was now a transi- 
tion from armed struggle to 
peaceful struggle in the Central 
America. 

“We are not going to give up 
our guns until there is democracy 
in Nicaragua,” be added. 

The EC is due to back a Cen- 
tral American request for ISO 
million European Currency Units 
(ECUs) ($172 million) to help 
revive trade in the region, de- 
pressed by wars in which 100,000 
have died, but without firmly 
committing the cash. 

Fernandez said 1988 aid was- 
112 million ECUs ($130 million). 
Bilateral aid from the 12 nations 
exceeded $350 million. 

The 12 nations will also agree 
to study a request for a $200 
million fund to help the Central 
American Bank for Economic 
Integration. 


35 tailed in Sri Lankan village massacre 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
.Tamil guerrillas shot and back- 
ed to death 35 civilians of Sri 
Lanka’s majority Sinhalese 
community in an attack on a 
village Monday night, military 
sources said. 

Guerrillas armed with guns, 
swords and knives stormed 
Borawewa in the north-central 
province, the sources said, 
adding they suspected the re* 
bels belonged to the separatist 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). Five people 
were injured. 

The sources said Id more 
bodies were found in the jungle 
Tuesday morning after initial 
police reports said 19 had been 
killed in the attack. 

Nine' children and four 


women were among the dead, 
some of whom were cut to 
pieces. PoKce said there were 
about 30 attackers. 

The Tigers group is fighting 
for am independent homeland 
in northern and eastern areas 
for the minority Tamil com- 
munity. 

Police said one soldier was 
wounded when troops from a 
nearby camp who rushed to the 
village on hearing gunfire 
stumbled over a landmine. 

Four people were killed 
Monday in the south where 
left-wing Sinhalese rebels are 
fighting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, police said. 

The LTTE has rejected a 
peace-accord signed by Sri 
Lanka and India aimed at en- 


ding the T amil revolt and Is 
continuing an armed campaign 
to set op an independent home- 
land. 

Borawewa village lies on the 
border of the Batticaloa district 
which is part of the area in the 
island’s north and east 
churned by the Tamils. 

About 45,000 Indian troops 
have been deployed in the two 
regions under the accord to 
disarm the Tigers. 

Pofice sources said the Tigers 
have a training camp near the 
village 

On Feb. 11, 36 Sinhalese 
were shot and stabbed to death 
in Dutuwewa. On Feb. 22, 
seven Sinhalese were killed at 
Suihapnra. 

The Tigers’ Information 


office in London denied the 
first two attacks were the work 
of their people. 

A Tiger leader who denied' 
bis men were behind tbe 
Borawewa killings said: “These 
killings are being done by 
armed groups who want to 
discredit onr just struggle on 
behalf of the Tamil people.” 
Speaking to tbe AP on condi- 
tion of anonymity, he added: 
“They are being done to £ve 
the Indian oexupatfouary forces 
and tbe Sri Lankan army and 
police a right to kfil Tamils 
living in eastern province, a 
part of the Tamil homeland.” 
A former Tamil rebel leader 
from a rival group claimed the 
Tigers were on “a headline- 
htmting exercise.” 


Its release so soon after the 
United Airlines accident was 
coincidental, the newspaper said. 

The report says as many as 200 
repairs must be made to some 700 
Boeing jets, including 747s of 
similar age and service record to 
the United 747 involved in Fri- 
day's accident, and to Boeing 
727s and 737s, it said. 


Serbs march as troops patrol Kosovo 



BELGRADE (R) — Thousands 
of chanting Serbian demonstra- 
tors marched on the Yugoslav 
parliament Tuesday after striking 
ethnic Albanian miners in Kosovo 
forced the resignations of three 
pro-Serbian politicians in the 
province. 

Troops and tanks were de- 
ployed throughout Kosovo early 
Tuesday as the miners ended an 
eight-day underground sit-in. 

A Reuter correspondent in 
Kosovo, one of two autonomous 
provinces within Serbia, said 
tanks and trades carrying troops 
were on the move on all major 
roads in the province throughout 
Monday night. 

Protesters chanting “Kosovo is 


Serbia” poured into Belgrade’s 
Marx and Engels Square to mass 
in front of parliament. They car- 
ried Yugoslav, Serbian and Com- 
munist Party flags and demanded 
that Yugoslav state President 
Rjaif Dizdarevic and party chief 
Stipe Suvar address diem. 

Scores of flag-draped taxis, 
their horns blaring, drove in col- 
umns through the dty. 

The miners at the Mitrovica 
zinc mine, 180 kilometres south 
of Belgrade, sparked off a general 
strike in Kosovo against plans to 
increase Serbian control over the 
province which borders Albania. 

Although they ended their 
strike Monday night, turmoil per- 
sisted in the province and Yugos- 


lavia’s state presidency ordered 
troops in Monday to protect 
“constitutional order, law and 
order, property and personal 
security.” 

About 8,000 students main- 
tained a mass sit-in at a sports 
complex in the Kosovo capital 
Pristina Tuesday and Serbian and 
Montenegrin workers have begun 
rival protests. 

Regional rows have reached 
boiling point in Yugoslavia with 
the northern republics of 
Slovenia and Croatia accusing 
Serbian Communist Party leader 
Slobodan Milosevic of trying to 
create a centralistic. Serb-domin- 
ated Yugoslavia. 

The miners won the resigna- 


tions of Kosovo party chief Rah- 
man Morin a, Pristina party boss 
Hosamedin Azemi and Ali Sukri- 
ja, a member of the Yugoslav 
Central Committee. 

The resignations were a major 
blow to Milosevic who had back- 
ed Azemi and Morina. 

The Belgrade demonstrators 
opposed the resignations, saying 
the three men were forced to 
resign because they had cracked 
down on Albanian nationalism. 

Thousands of Serbs have fled 
Kosovo since ethnic Albanian 
riots in 1981, alleging persecution 
by the Albanians who outnumber 
the Serbs and Montenegrins by 
1.7 million to only 200,000. 


Unique election system to 
pick Malaysia’s next king 


George Bosh 

said Bush had been ill-advised to 
invite Fang. “It was a rash and 
provocative gesture,” its editorial 
said. 

“China, in turn, overreacted 
foolishly by physically ensuring 
that the outspoken activist was 
not able to attend,” it said. 

In Thailand, the conservative 
English-language Bangkok Post 
said Fang incident showed that 
China was as authoritarian now 
as in the 19706 when Bush served 
as U.S. envoy to Peking. It also 
showed the Americans “that their 
road to Chinese favour is just as 
bumpy as that of the Russians,” 
the Bangkok Post said. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — In 
the only election of its kind in the 
world, the nine state rulers of 
Malaysia go to tbe polls Wednes- 
day to elect by secret ballot one 
of their number to be king for a 
five-year term. 

Because the rulers follow an 
established practice in rotating 
the office among them, govern- 
ment officials, politicians and di- 
plomats are predicting confident- 
ly that Sultan Azlan Shah, who is 
the present deputy king, will be 
elected the next king. 

They also say the ruler of Negri 
Sembflan Sultan Tuanku Jaafar 
Abdul Rahman, 67, will likely be 
elected the deputy king. 

The present king is Sultan 
Mahmood Iskander of Johore 
state. 

Sultan Azlan, 60, is the ruler of 
Perak state, the world's richest 


tin minin g area. He passed his 
law examinations in England be- 
fore engaging in a long career in 
the legal service. He was lord 
president of the supreme court, 
the highest ranking judge in 
Malaysia, before ascending the 
Perak throne in February 1987. 

The sources, who asked to re- 
main unidentified, said so far the 
rulers have never deviated from 
the practice of electing tbe deputy 
king as the next king. 

It has also been custom to elect 
as deputy king the most senior 
member of tbe state rulers, who 
are all M uslims and heads of tbe 
Islamic religion in their states. 
The practice gives each state a 
chance to have one of its state 
rulers elected king. 

Females cannot ascend to state 
thrones. 

In the election, which govern- 


ment officials say is the only one 
of its kind in the world, the rulers 
meet every five years at the 
national palace in the capital. 

The name of the most senior 
member is written on a sheet of 
white paper and one by one, the 
rulers take a sheet of paper and 
mark with the same pen “yes” or 
“no” boxes. 

The ballots are then dropped 
into a box, and tbe keeper of the 
rulers seal counts them and 
announces if the name on the 
ballot has been elected. No de- 
tailed breakdown of votes is 
given. 

The same procedure is fol- 
lowed to elect the new deputy 
king. The method of electing the 
king began just after the nation 
won independence from Britain 
in 1957. The next king will be the 
ninth. 



Mountain village chefs tickle palates worldwide 


By Paul Holmes 
Reuter 

VILLA SANTA MARIA. Ita- 
ly — Each year, an elite band 
of newly-trained chefs sets out 
from a village deep in the 
Apennine mountains to tickle 
palates around the world. 

They are graduates of the 
state cookery school of Villa 
Santa Maria, a village of 1,800 
people that has been producing 
outstanding chefc for four cen- 
turies. 

Ten per cent of the 120 
members of the “Collegium 
Coquorum” —the honoured 
club of Italy *5 foremost living 
chefs — are from Villa Santa 
Maria, a village that clings to a 
rock face in the harsh, isolated 
Abruzzi region of central Italy. 

Some 40 per cent of the 
village’s total male working 
population arc chefc or waiters 
— almost all working else- 
where and many of them cook- 


ing for or serving at the tables 
of the rich, royal and powerful 
at homes and hotels in Italy 
and beyond. 

Many village families are 
culinary dynasties with names 
renowned throughout the pro- 
fession. 

The late Emperor Hirohito 
of Japan had a chef from Villa 
Santa Maria, in common with 
the Swedish royal house, 
American cartoon "king Walton 
Disney and Giovanni Agnelli, 
head of Italy’s giant Fiat motor 
company. 

Domenico “pace” Stanziani, 
70, doyen of Villa Santa 
Maria's chefc, prepared gastro- 
nomic delights for Italy’s last 
two reigning kings and can 
trace a chef in his family back 
to 1789. 

He boasts a 60-year career 
that began in the kitchens of a 
princess and is now head chef 
at Villa Santa Maria’s school, 
where 300 boys from as young 


as 14 spend between three and 
five years learning from his 
lifetime of experience. 

"My father was also a chef 
and almost every family here 
has a chef or maitre a hotel 
(head waiter) in it. It’s become 
something in our blood,” said 
Stanziani. 

As he spoke his class of 18 
high-hatted apprentices in 
white aprons carefully filled 
parcels of freshly-made pasta 
with a forcemeat of veal, spi- 
nach, parmesan cheese and 
nutmeg for cooking in a fight 
cream sauce. 

The dish, tortellini alia cre- 
ma, was for a five-course lunch 
the dass was preparing — to be 
tested on the critical taste buds 
of senior staff. 

Stanziani heads 10 teaching 
chefc at the school — one of 
them his nephew Antonio — 
which director Vincenzo Liber- 
tini said consistently ranked' 
among the top three culinary 


academies In Italy. 

“When you hear the name 
Villa Santa Maria it is a symbol 
of quality,” said Libertini. 

The school's strength is Ita- 
lian cuisine with its wide re- 
gional variations although it 
also teaches other countries’ 
traditions. Antonio Stanziani is 
an acknowledged expert on 
cookery of the. Abruzzi — a 
region famed in Italy for its 
outstanding game and earthy, 
rustic dishes. 

Most pupils are ‘Italians 
though the school, which first 
opened in 1936, has trained 
chefc from Burma, the United 
States, Japan, Gabon, West' 
Germany and Belgium in re- 
cent years. 

One current pupil is Cana- 
dian and students and staff will 
spend a week m Moscow in 
April demonstrating their 
skills. 

Why Villa Santa Maria 
should be snch a chefc’ para- 


dise is shrouded in legend. But 
for centuries there has been 
little else to occupy man in an 
area of mountains and rocky 
soil that has fought a winning 
battle against cultivation. 

“When I was a child there 
was nothing else to do,” said 
Domenico Stanziani. “We all 
found a way to get out to 
Naples, Rome, the big dries, 
and it was cooking.” . 

Libertini and others in the 
village date the tradition back 
to Saint Francesco Caracdolo, 
the son of a local noble family 
bora in 1563 who shunned the 
rich life for Catholic devotion. 

Other noble families would 
flock to the Caracdolo summer ' 
hunting retreat in Villa Santa 
Maria in the saint's day “not 
because of the hunting but 
because of the particularly tas- 
ty way the game was cooked by 
the servants," said Libertini. - 

The Italian Chefc’ Federa- 
tion wants Saint Francesco to 


be made patron saint of cooks. 
His remains are taken out of 
the local church each October 
and carried through the streets 
in a glass coffin by the school’s 
trainees in their chefc’ uni- 
forms. 

Hie procession marks the 
start of the “feast of die chefe” 
to Villa Santa Maria, when 
cooks and waiters taught in the 
village flock home from hotels 
and restaurants around the 
world for a three-day celebra- 
tion of their culmaiy skills, 

“It is a hymn to gastronomic 
art," said Libertini. “We lay 
out a table 150 metres long 
with an enormous buffet.” 

Ironically, for the head of a 
school of such cuKnary pre- 
stige, libertini himself cannot 
cook. But that does not worry 
him. 

“I may not be a cook,” he 
said- “But I do know how to 
eat.” 


Oliver North 

Fresh 
snags hit 
North 
trial 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Iran-contra trial of former White 
House aide Oliver North foiled to 
get through a frill week of testi- 
mony before hitting a snag in the 
first of many expected disputes 
over classified documents. 

A key concern in the former 
marine's criminal trial has been- 
protectingU.S. National Security 
secrets and the identity of some 
foreign officials. 

Trial judge Gerhard Gesell 
sent jurors home early Monday 
and met with attorneys for both 
sides in an hour-long dosed ses- 
sion after an in-court wrangle 
over the introduction of a “for 
your eyes only” memorandum 
sent to North from his contra 
courier, Robert Owen. 

The Aug. 25, 1985 memo de- 
tailed plans to build an airstrip in 
Cotta Rica 

A heavily-censored copy of the 
memo made available to the press 
showed that 10 names had been 
deleted and replaced with the 
words “a Costa Rican official.” 

In explaining the legal delay to 
tihe jury, Gesell said the court had 
agreed to withhold some names. 
“The foots will all come out but 
you don’t need to know the 
names,” he said. . . 



EC aid in Central America is 
small compared- with U.S. sup- 
port of EL Salvador. Honduras, 
Cotta Rica and Guatemala or 
Soviet aid to Nicaragua. 

Managua lashes out 

Nicaragua lashed out at the 
United States and Britain Mon- 
day for remarks made by officials 
from both countries artending the 
conference. 

Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel D'Escoto and Ricardo 
Wbeeiock, head of Sandinista in- 
telligence, responded angrily to 
comments made to reporters ear- 
lier by U.S. ambassador to Hon- 
duras Everett Briggs and British 
delegate Timothy Eggar. 

Briggs, in a reference to Nicar- 
agua, joked to reporters that a 
Honduran friend had described 
the Central American govern- 
ments as “five brothers, the prob- 
lem is that one of them does not 
bath.” 

D'Escoto retorted that “not 
only does he (Briggs) never bath, 
but neither does he wash his 
mouth before speaking. For that 
reason we have the dirty war.” 


Twin hippos get 
christened 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
Twin hippos were christened 
“SpIUh” and “Splash” at a 
weekend party at the Memphis 
zoo with 18 other sets of twins — 
of the two-fargged variety." The 
names were picked by actress 
Cybill Shepherd, a Memphis na- 
tive and mother of twins herself, 
from more than 2,300 suggestions 
entered in a contest. The 36.3* 
kilogramme babies were born 
two months ago, but their gender 
has not yet been determined be- 
cause their mother, Julie, will not 
let zookeepers dose enough to 
her offspring. Julie was not for- 
gotten on her babies' big day. She 
was given a certificate of mem- 
bership m the Royal Order of 
Mothers of Twins from Ellen 
Patrick, president of the Mothers 
of Twins “plus” Club. The excite- 
ment ended when Julie nudged 
her babies into their pool for an 
underwater feeding. The father. 
(Jbie, remained submerged in an 
adjoining pool through the entire 
ceremony. 

Cheap dinner 
attracts thousands 

TOKYO (AP) — Thousands of 
people jammed a restaurant in 
Tokyo that sold $15 steak dinners 
for 55 yen, or $0.42 to celebrate 
its 5Sth anniversary. Lines began 
forming outside the Suehiro Res- 
taurant in the Ginza shopping ‘ 
district three hours before the 
steak house opened late Sunday 
morning. Three hours before the 
10 p.m. dosing time, 8,000 peo- 
ple bad enjoyed a steak dinner, 
and the total was expected to 
reach more than 30,000 before 
the three-day offer ended Tues- 
day, said one restaurant official, 
Masao Moriyasu. The bargain 
dinner included 196 grammes of 
imported beef, salad and rice. 
Tbe restaurant usually serves ab- 
out 3,000 people a day, he said. 

Thief gets away with 
timely treasure 

BALTIMORE. Maryland (AP) 
— A collection of 18th century 
pocket watches that filled a case 
at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
has been stolen, officials re- 
ported. The antique English 
pocket watches, valued at about 
$150,000, are believed to have 
been stolen in a 45-minute period 
Saturday afternoon, said Brenda 
Richardson, the museum’s depu- 
ty director. She said the watches, 
most bequeathed to tbe museum 
in 1931, are gold; many are 
enameled and a few decorated 
with diamonds or pearls, 
although some have imitation 
jewellery. Richardson said she 
was optimistic about recovering 
them “because there was physical 
evidence” found by police and 
“because there were a lot of 
people in the museum." The dis- 
play case in the European decora- 
tive arts gallery was pried open. 
It bad been “very well secured,” 
Richardson said. 


images of bread 
light up France 

PARIS (AP) — Light images of 
French bread, the same kind that 
starving peasants killed for 200 
years ago during a famine, will be 
projected against the national 
assembly building for 10 days 
starting Saturday. Designed by 
French artist Henri Cueco, the 
light images of oversized baguet- 
tes, and of fat, round loaves of 
country-style bread, will shimmer 
between the Greefc-style columns 
of the building's exterior, evoking 
what many historians consider as 
one of the major factors leading 
to the 1789 revolution — famine. 
Huge projectors installed on the 
Place de la Concorde across the 
seine will illuminate the buff- 
coloured stone of the newly 
cleaned national assembly from 7 
p.m. to 2 ajh. The project is the 
third in a 10-part series com- 
memorating the bicentennial us- 
ing the building as a backdrop. 


Condor lays egg 
after clumsy 
courting 

L0S ANGELES (AP) — A Cab- \ 
forma condor laid an egg after ■. 
weeks of amorous but .clumsy 
courting, and scientists hope it * 
win be fertile and produce a chick 
to bolster population of the great- 7 ~ 
ly endangered species. The : egg ■’ 
was noticed Monday after Los - 
Angeles zoo researchers;, re-, .* 
viewed a videotape of actmtym 
file condor’s T.4-by-2.4 mores ' ,■ 
plywood nest box and briefly|£*w 
it as the condor couple ‘fcstfed. 
places from foe nest to foqjw*- 
side. The coiiple, a male cqgfw -"V 
named Cuyama and a frjj Mfe ■%-. 
named Cachuma, piqued mp 1- 
terest of observers Sanda ^jg ff 1 * . 
they showed signs uidicati^p "t 
egg-laying was near. ' 
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